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Bill: HB4  

Sponsors: Chandler (D43); Anaya (D18); Reeb (R64); Brantley (R35) 
Title: CRIMINAL COMPETENCY EVALUATION 

Summary: (Related to 2024 HB233 and SB16, 2024SS SB10) Extensively 

rewrites sections of the Criminal Code relating to determining 
criminal competency, creating in the process a complicated flow 

chart of the actions that a court may take concerning 

determination, commitment, and treatment. Also expands the 
crimes for which a defendant may be criminally committed. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Civil Rights; Health and Medical Practice; 

Human Services; Public Safety and Corrections 
Related: 2024:HB233; 2024:SB16 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 01/29/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/21/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/21/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 01/29/2025—H Reported Do Pass as amended by House 

Consumer & Public Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: A public attendee noted that the bill 
meshes different things into one area of law; AOT was not off 

the ground in any jurisdiction in the state, and there is not a 

systemic structure in place to support what is proposed in the 
bill; were the bill to pass, waiting periods for treatment could 

double or triple from the present already problematic state; 

contract evaluators have trouble now getting the information 
they need to make their assessments, and the bill would likely 

make that worse; results of competency evaluations in New 

Mexico are now starting to mirror national trends, with a roughly 
60/40 split of those found not competent to those found 

competent; transferring cases from Metropolitan Court to the 

2nd Judicial District would further overburden that court; the bill 
also meshes civil and criminal commitment, which is 

concerning, and there is a good argument to be made that the 

two types of commitment should remain separate; issues 
surrounding data sharing will also need to be addressed, 

especially if New Mexico intends on continued use of 

contractors for these evaluations. LOPD stated that they 
recommend that evaluation remain separate from treatment, that 

there be separate reports for competency and commitment, and 

that the full report based on the listed criteria be done if deemed 
necessary; the bill would require a restoration process even if 

someone is found non-dangerous, and creates an outpatient 
restoration process, but we lack the facilities for outpatient 

restoration; an evaluation isn’t needed for involuntary treatment 

until the point in the process where it is necessary; the bill is 
heavily focused on involuntary treatment, contrasting with SB 

54 which has a focus on voluntary treatment; the expansion of 

the dangerousness definition is a concern, as the crimes listed 
can be committed in a large variety of ways; a more targeted 

approach for dangerousness would be better policy. A public 

member of the committee moved to not support the legislation, 

as there are important areas of concern and there needs to be an 

effective date tied to when the infrastructure support is in place; 

the motion was seconded by another public member. The second 
public member was concerned about the mixing of criminal and 

civil proceedings, which should be addressed during the interim. 

The Magistrate Judge member made a motion to table, seconded 
by LOPD, as there was a concern with opposing the bill now 

when it appears that the policy behind the bill was still 

developing. The motion to table was supported unanimously. 

Bill: HB8  
Sponsors: Chandler (D43) 

Title: CRIMINAL COMPETENCY EVALUATION 

Summary: (Almost a duplicate of 2025 HB4; related to 2024 HB233 and 
SB16, 2024SS SB10) Extensively rewrites sections of the 

Criminal Code relating to determining criminal competency, 

creating in the process a complicated flow chart of the actions 
that a court may take concerning determination, commitment, 

and treatment. Also expands the crimes for which a defendant 

may be criminally committed. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Health and Medical 

Practice; Human Services; Civil Rights 

Related: 2025:HB4; 2024:HB233; 2024:SB16 
Progress: 2nd House: Passed 

Status: 02/22/2025 - Enrolling and Engrossing Pending 

History: 02/10/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/13/2025—H Reported Do Not Pass but Do Pass as 

substituted by House Judiciary. 

 02/15/2025—H Opened for floor debate. 
 02/15/2025—H Note: Call of the House (Rep. Reeb). 

 02/15/2025—H Note 2: Floor Substitute 1 (Rep. Reeb) Tabled 

(Roll Call 42-26).. 
 02/15/2025—H Note 3: Floor Amendment 1 (Rep. Reeb) Tabled 

(Roll Call 41-27).. 

 02/15/2025—H Passed 48-20. 
 02/17/2025—S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 

Judiciary. 

 02/20/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate 
Judiciary. 

 02/21/2025—S Opened for floor debate. 

 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments adopted (Amendment 1) 
(Sen. Joseph Cervantes) Voice Vote. 

 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments failed (Amendment 2) (Sen. 

Craig Brandt) 16-25. 
 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments adopted (Amendment 3) 

(Sen. Katy Duhigg) 27-14. 

 02/21/2025—S Note: Audio: (Amendment 3) (Sen. Katy 
Duhigg) 27-14. 

 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments failed (Amendment 4) (Sen. 

Crystal Brantley) 16-25. 
 02/21/2025—S Note 2: Audio: (Amendment 4) (Sen. Crystal 

Brantley) 16-25. 

 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments failed (Amendment 5) (Sen. 
Nicole Tobiassen) 16-25. 

 02/21/2025—S Note 3: Audio: (Amendment 5) (Sen. Nicole 

Tobiassen) 16-25. 
 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments failed (Amendment 6) (Sen. 

Nicholas Paul) 16-25. 
 02/21/2025—S Note 4: Audio: (Amendment 6) (Sen. Nicholas 

Paul) 16-25. 

 02/21/2025—S Floor amendments failed (Amendment 7) (Sen. 
Anthony Thornton) 17-24. 

 02/21/2025—S Note 5: Audio: (Amendment 7) (Sen. Anthony 

Thornton) 17-24. 
 02/21/2025—S Passed 38-3. 

 02/22/2025—H House concurred with Senate amendments. 

Bill: HB9  

Sponsors: Chavez (D26) 
Title: IMMIGRANT SAFETY ACT 

Summary: (Similar to SB 250; Conflicts with SB 87 and HB 316) Prohibits 

public bodies from entering into agreements used to detain 
individuals for federal civil immigration violations and requires 

any existing such agreements to be terminated; prohibits public 

agencies from otherwise using public property to assist federal 
authorities in detaining individuals over federal civil 

immigration violations. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; County Affairs; 
Municipalities/City Government; Courts and Civil Matters; Civil 

Rights; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2025:SB250 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
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Status: 02/19/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/12/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/19/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB12  

Sponsors: Garratt (D29); Chandler (D43); Duhigg (D10); Berghmans 

(D15) 
Title: EXTREME RISK FIREARM PROTECTION ORDER 

CHANGES 

Summary: (Related to 2024 HB27) Amends the Extreme Risk Firearm 
Protection Order Act to allow a law enforcement officer to file a 

petition to enjoin a respondent from possessing firearms based 

on information collected while carrying out official duties. Also 
requires relinquishment of all firearms in a respondent’s 

possession immediately upon service of the order or as directed 

by the court (current statute requires relinquishment within 48 

hours of service or sooner at the court’s discretion). 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Civil Rights; Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal 
Code; County Affairs; Municipalities/City Government 

Related: 2024:HB27 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/06/2025 - House Calendar 

History: 01/06/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/21/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 01/21/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 01/29/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 
Affairs. 

 02/06/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Calendar, 10:30 a.m., House Chamber 
(Revised 02/23/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: AODA noted that one problem with the 

present statute is that people do not relinquish their weapons 
when they are supposed to. The statute needs to be fixed to 

remedy that problem. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB16  
Sponsors: Little (D68) 

Title: INCREASING FENTANYL TRAFFICKING PENALTIES 

Summary: Increases penalties for trafficking fentanyl. 
Subjects: Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/07/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/07/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD compared this bill with SB 25, 
which had a kilogram getting a 3-year enhancement; they noted 

that while 100 pills might sound like a lot, that amount is often 

for personal use; additionally, the enhancement in this bill was 

redundant to other sentencing options that exist in current law. 

No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB26  

Sponsors: Cates (D44); Szczepanski (D47) 
Title: TICKET SCALPING DEFINITION TO INCLUDE 

NONPROFITS, POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS 

Summary: Amends the crime of ticket scalping to include selling tickets to 
events presented by the state or a political subdivision or by a 

tax-exempt nonprofit corporation at a price greater than that 
charged at admission or printed on the ticket. The current statute 

only covers tickets for college athletic events. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; State Affairs and State Agencies 
Progress: 2nd House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/19/2025 - Senate Tax, Business and Transportation 

Committee 

History: 01/02/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/21/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/21/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 01/29/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 
Affairs. 

 02/10/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 

 02/18/2025—H Opened for floor debate. 
 02/18/2025—H Note: Floor Amendment 1 (Rep. A. Martinez) 

Tabled (Voice Vote).. 

 02/18/2025—H Note 2: Floor Amendment 2 (Rep. Block) 
Tabled (Roll Call 36-25).. 

 02/18/2025—H Passed 41-26. 

 02/19/2025—S Received in the Senate and referred to Senate 
Tax, Business & Transportation. 

 02/19/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB31  

Sponsors: Garratt (D29) 

Title: CRIME: MAKING A SHOOTING THREAT 

Summary: (Related to 2024 SB66)  Increases the penalty for making a 
shooting threat from a misdemeanor to a fourth degree felony 

(up to 18 months in prison and up to a $5,000 fine). 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products 
Related: 2024:SB66 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/03/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/02/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/22/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—H Reported without recommendation by House 

Consumer & Public Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: LOPD noted that making a shooting threat 

as a misdemeanor was added to this statute as part of the 

compromises that brought together the omnibus crime bill 
package in 2022. DOJ noted that is is hard to distinguish why a 

bomb threat would be a fourth degree felony while making a 
shooting threat is a misdemeanor. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB38  

Sponsors: Cates (D44); Little (D68) 
Title: CRIME: UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF WEAPON 

CONVERSION DEVICE 

Summary: (Somewhat related to 2023 HB101) Creates the crime of 
unlawful possession of a weapon conversion device, which 

carries a penalty of a third-degree felony (three years 

imprisonment and up to a $5,000 fine).   Definitions follow 
below. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Courts 

and Civil Matters 
Related: 2023:HB101 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/03/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/06/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/22/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB39  

Sponsors: Cates (D44) 
Title: FELONY FIREARM POSSESSION AND PRIOR JUVENILE 

DELINQUENCY 

Summary: Brings an adult’s record of juvenile delinquency and use of a 
firearm into consideration for adult felony firearm possession 

and firearm background checks.  Requires that records of a 
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juvenile disposition involving use of a firearm for a delinquent 

act that would be a felony if committed by an adult are to be 

made available to federal authorities for purposes of conducting 

federal instant background checks and to state and local law 

enforcement for purposes of determining whether a person may 

receive, transport, or possess a firearm or destructive device. 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Courts 

and Civil Matters; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and 

Juveniles 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/03/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/06/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/22/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/03/2025—H Reported Do Pass as amended by House 

Consumer & Public Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB50  

Sponsors: Borrego (D17) 

Title: COMBINE MOTOR VEHICLE CRIMES FOR SENTENCING 

Summary: (Largely identical to 2024 HB87 and 2023 HB491) Provides that 
multiple violations of the crimes of unlawful taking of, 

embezzlement of, or fraudulently obtaining or receiving or 

transporting stolen vehicles apply toward sentencing regardless 
of which section of law was previously violated. Sets 

(effectively enhanced) penalties. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 
Related: 2024:HB87; 2023:HB491 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/03/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/06/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/22/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: LOPD noted that an unintended 

consequence of this bill could be that it would preclude the use 
of the habitual offender statute; LOPD added that often statutes 

are introduced without an understanding of what statutes and 

enhancements are already in the Criminal Code. No action was 
taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB83  

Sponsors: Block, John (R51); Lord (R22); Pettigrew (R61) 

Title: DECRIMINALIZE CONCEALED LOADED FIREARM 
Summary: (Identical to 2024 HB78 and essentially identical to 2023 

HB164) Amends the Criminal Code to decriminalize carrying of 

a concealed loaded firearm. Adds a new section affirmatively 
stating that a person aged 18 or older may carry an open or 

concealed loaded firearm on their person, unless the person is 

prohibited by federal or state law or court order from possessing 
or carrying a firearm. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Higher Education 

Related: 2024:HB78; 2023:HB164 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 01/23/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/10/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/23/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/23/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB86  
Sponsors: Thomson (D24); Matthews (D27); Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 

OF CHILDREN 
Summary: (Essentially identical to 2024 HB116; related to 2024 SB6906; 

2023 HB445, SB82). Broadens the definition of "sexual 

exploitation of children by prostitution" to include all minors up 

to the age of 18, rather than just those under 16. Additionally, 

the bill specifies that it is not a valid defense if the victim 

involved in such a crime is a police officer posing as a minor. 

Human trafficking would be included as a crime of racketeering 

and no one convicted of human trafficking could earn 
meritorious deductions to ameliorate a sentence. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Courts and Civil 

Matters; Family and Juveniles 
Related: 2024:HB116; 2023:HB445; 2023:SB82 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/13/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/23/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/23/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/05/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: LOPD noted that human trafficking is the 

where offense where the normal restrictions on double jeopardy 

do not apply – once can be charged for the trafficking as well as 

the underlying crimes that build to trafficking. A public member 

remarked that the Legislature should not tamper with earned 

meritorious deductions as that is how NMCD manages prisoners. 
No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB87  

Sponsors: Hochman-Vigil (D15) 

Title: CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONTACT WHERE VICTIM IS 
CLOTHED 

Summary: Amends the Criminal Code to change an element of the crime of 

criminal sexual contact. The crime requires unlawful and 
non-consensual touching of the “intimate parts” of a person who 

is 18 or older. The requirement that those parts be “unclothed” is 

eliminated, so no longer would the person whose intimate parts 
are touched have to be unclothed. 

Subjects: Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/05/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/13/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/23/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/23/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/05/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB101  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64); Terrazas (R39) 

Title: FIREARM POSSESSION BY COMMISSIONED OFFICER 

AT POLLS 
Summary: The Election Code is amended to exclude from the crime of 

unlawful possession of a firearm at a polling place 

“commissioned” law enforcement officers with the power to 
arrest in performance of their official duties or in accordance 

with the policies of the officer’s law enforcement agency. 

Current law exempts “certified” law enforcement officers under 

the Law Enforcement Training Act only. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; 

Elections; Public Safety and Corrections 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Calendar 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/07/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 
Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Calendar, 10:30 a.m., House Chamber 

(Revised 02/23/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: The committee discussed the process by 
which officers could be commissioned but not yet certified. The 
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committee also discussed how there was some ambiguity in how 

the added provisions in this bill could be read. No action was 

taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB102  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 

Title: VEHICULAR HOMICIDE OR GREAT BODILY HARM A 

SERIOUS VIOLENT OFFENSE 
Summary: Classifies any homicide by vehicle or great bodily harm by 

vehicle as a serious violent offense for the purpose of earning 

meritorious deductions from criminal sentencing. Currently, 
only a third-degree homicide or great bodily harm by vehicle is 

so classified. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Calendar 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/07/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 
Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Calendar, 10:30 a.m., House Chamber 

(Revised 02/23/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: DOJ noted that there was a NM Supreme 
Court opinion that held that because of how this statute had been 

written, second degree vehicular homicide would not count as a 

serious violent offense. LOPD noted that when DUI was 
elevated to a second degree offense in 2016, the earned 

meritorious deduction statute was not amended as well, which 

caused the confusion in the law. Upon a motion by AODA, 
seconded by DOJ, the committee voted to support this 

legislation (5 to support – Chair, AODA, DOJ, DPS, and a 

public member; 2 against – two public members; 3 abstentions – 
LOPD, NMCD, and Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: HB103  

Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 
Title: AGGRAVATED BATTERY ON A PEACE OFFICER 

PENALTY 

Summary: (Identical to 2024 HB61) Proposes to make the crime of 
committing aggravated battery on a police officer a second 

degree felony when 1) inflicting great bodily harm; 2) doing so 

with a deadly weapon; or 3) doing so in any manner whereby 
great bodily harm or death can be inflicted. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2024:HB61 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/13/2025 - House Calendar 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/07/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 

 02/13/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Calendar, 10:30 a.m., House Chamber 

(Revised 02/23/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB104  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64); Terrazas (R39); Ramos (D28) 

Title: ADD PEACE OFFICERS TO VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT 

Summary: (Identical to 2023 HB225) Specifically includes peace officers – 
citing various, specific forms of assault or battery against 

officers – in the Victims of Crimes Act, thereby extending to 
them the rights afforded to other victims of crime by the act. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal Code; Public Safety and 

Corrections 
Related: 2023:HB225 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Calendar 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 
Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Calendar, 10:30 a.m., House Chamber 
(Revised 02/23/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: During committee discussion it was 

suggested that it could be that peace officers were not already in 
the Victims of Crime Act because they might already have 

access to compensation for being injured in the line of duty. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB105  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 

Title: CHEMICAL ANALYST TESTIMONY BY VIDEO FOR 

TRAFFIC OFFENSES 

Summary: (Identical to 2024 HB62; 2023 HB159) Adds a new section to 

the Implied Consent Act to permit an analyst or toxicologist to 

testify at a court proceeding related to traffic offenses via 
interactive video. A defendant is deemed to have given consent 

to an analyst’s interactive video appearance if the analyst is 

subpoenaed to testify about chemical testing that the analyst 
performed to determine if the defendant was driving a motor 

vehicle under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drug. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Banks, Securities and Loans; Public Safety and 
Corrections 

Related: 2024:HB62; 2023:HB159 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 01/27/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: NMSC staff and LOPD both noted that 
the changes to this statute could well violation the Confrontation 

Clause of the US Constitution. A public member also noted that 
the dictating of procedures to the courts in this bill could be seen 

as a violation of the separation of powers, as these matters of 

procedure should be left to the courts. No action was taken on 
this legislation. 

Bill: HB106  

Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 

Title: CHEMICAL BLOOD TESTING FOR DUI, INCLUDES 
CANNABIS 

Summary: (Similar to 2023 HB158) Amends the Motor Vehicle Code to 

include offenses for driving a motor vehicle under the influence 
of cannabis as well as alcohol and controlled substances. 

Clarifies when refusal to submit to a blood test can lead to an 

aggravated DUI charge. Specifies which medical professionals 
may withdraw blood for a chemical blood test to determine 

driving under the influence. Makes comporting amendments to 

the Boating While Intoxicated Act. 

Subjects: Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Courts and Civil Matters; 

Criminal Code; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Health and Medical Practice 
Related: 2023:HB158 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/06/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 
 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/06/2025—H Reported Do Pass as amended by House Health 

& Human Services. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this legislation. 
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Bill: HB107  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64); Terrazas (R39); Ramos (D28) 

Title: TRAFFICKING A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE THAT 

RESULTS IN DEATH 
Summary: Imposes criminal sentencing and fines for trafficking of a 

controlled substance that results in the death of a human being, 

and includes counterfeits of certain controlled substances in the 
definition of "traffic." 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Public Safety 

and Corrections; Courts and Civil Matters 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 01/27/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/15/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: LOPD expressed a concern about 

mandatory and removing judicial discretion, noting that most 

people who traffic are small-time users who also sell, often to 
support their habit – this legislation will not impact the big time 

traffickers who are its ostensible target. A public member noted 

that the Commission had a responsibility to ensure we are using 
our resources wisely to protect public safety, and there is no 

evidence that bills such as this in fact deter crime; aside from 

that, the more serious trafficking crimes are handled by the 
federal system. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB131  

Sponsors: Thomson (D24); Sedillo Lopez (D16) 
Title: CAREGIVER CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS 

Summary: (Related to 2025 SB8883) Transfers authority for overseeing 

caregiver’s criminal history checks from the Department of 
Health to the Health Care Authority; adds to the list of 

disqualifying felony convictions for employment as a caregiver. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Human Services; Criminal Code; 
Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/10/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/17/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 
 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—H Reported without recommendation by House 

Health & Human Services. 
Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: NMSC staff flagged the concern that the 

bill would shift the addition of disqualifying crimes to the list in 

statute could be done by the Health Care Authority, which would 
be a shift of power from the Legislature to the Executive. LOPD 

noted that when the cannabis regulation bill was drafted that 

there was a lot of consultation and discussion around workforce 
and prior convictions, and that the provisions in those statutes 

were carefully drafted; it would be worth the supporters of this 

bill to consult those statutes. No action was taken on this 
legislation. 

Bill: HB134  

Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 

Title: DELINQUENCY ACT CHANGES 
Summary: Extensively amends the Delinquency Act to impose harsher 

provisions on minors who have committed certain criminal acts 

and to grant greater discretion to the court in extending 
probation or commitment. Also repeals the prohibition against 

public disclosure of information relating to arrest, detention, and 

delinquency proceedings for a child. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and 

Juveniles; Courts and Civil Matters 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/17/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 
 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: LOPD noted that the lowering of the 

standard of proof for probation revocation proceedings would 

make it a lower standard than for adults; this bill overall 

represents a 180 degree turn from how the state has approached 

juvenile justice for decades; it is inconsistent with 

evidence-based policies to promote juvenile rehabilitation; 
juveniles have been shown to be more amenable to second 

chances and rehabilitation, and this bill undermines that; many 

of the policies in the bill will have no public safety benefit, 
especially the places where the bill removes presently-required 

reporting and assessment; the focus in juvenile justice should be 

on childhood trauma and ACE scores; punishing juveniles more 
harshly will not help. A public member noted that unless there is 

an infrastructure to support juveniles, this bill will not help 

public safety; if we lock up more juveniles for longer periods of 
time, we will guarantee to create a dangerous class of adult 

offenders, which will in the long term jeopardize public safety. 

The Chair noted that you cannot legislate parenting. Another 
public member noted that this was DA Bregman’s bill; he noted 

a concern that juvenile probation was being bypassed; there is 

already a shortage of beds at CYFD, so there is no room to 

house people until they are 25; it was unfortunate that DA 

Bregman did not involve CYFD in the development of this 

legislation. Another public member remarked that there was no 
discussion of this bill with CYFD; there are many conflicts with 

the Children’s Code in the legislation; it seems that the 

supporters of the bill are not thinking through the consequences 
of the legislation; the bill runs opposite to the thrust of the 

Children’s Code, where children are to be treated as children; the 

bill seems to intend to make prosecution of children quicker, but 
DAs already are complaining that the process is too fast already; 

CYFD is already struggling with its duties, and this bill would 

make their job harder; if these issues are to be addressed in such 
a comprehensive fashion, everyone should be at the table – 

CYFD, NMSC, and experts in juvenile justice. The committee 

consensus was that a bill like this needs to be brought to CYFD 
and other subject matter experts before being introduced. Upon a 

motion by a public member, seconded by LOPD, the committee 

voted not to support this legislation (6 in favor of non-support – 
Chair, LOPD, Magistrate Judge, and three public members; 0 

votes against non-support; 4 abstentions – AODA, DOJ, DPS, 

and NMCD). 

Bill: HB136  

Sponsors: Reeb (R64); Terrazas (R39); Ramos (D28) 

Title: EXPOSURE TO FENTANYL AS CHILD ABUSE 
Summary: (Very similar to 2024 HB106) Amends the Criminal Code to 

provide that evidence that a child has been knowingly and 

intentionally exposed to the use of fentanyl is prima facie 
evidence of abuse of the child. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; State Affairs and State Agencies; Family and 

Juveniles; Public Safety and Corrections 
Related: 2024:HB106 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/17/2025—H Prefiled in the House. 

 01/27/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: HB 136: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB139  
Sponsors: Cates (D44) 

Title: INSPECTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

Summary: Significant and notable changes are made to almost the entirety 
of the Inspection of Public Records Act. Public bodies are 

required to appoint custodians to oversee requests for public 

documents, create procedures for documents and information 
that include electronic records, and the inspection of records. 

Provision is made for cost recovery; limits obligation to create 

and maintain records; specifies general exemptions from 
disclosure and exemptions for specific types of records.  
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Provides relief for public bodies from “vexatious” requesters.  

Provides for enforcement. Includes 42 new and restated 

definitions. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Civil Rights; Public Safety and 

Corrections; County Affairs; Municipalities/City Government 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 01/28/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: The committee postponed discussion of 
this bill as news reports that morning indicated that the sponsor 

had withdrawn the bill. Upon a motion by LOPD, seconded by 

AODA, the bill was tabled unanimously. 

Bill: HB162  
Sponsors: Mason (R66); Pettigrew (R61); Chatfield (R67); Sanchez, 

Joseph (D40); Block, John (R51) 

Title: REPEAL WAITING PERIOD FOR FIREARM SALE 

Summary: Repeals the mandatory seven-day waiting period for the sale of a 

firearm (Sec. 30-7-7.3). 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 
Corrections; Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/28/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB163  

Sponsors: Reeb (R64); Hall (R3); Chavez (R31) 
Title: CANNABIS AND ALCOHOL IN “DELINQUENT ACT” 

DEFINITION 

Summary: Adds actions related to purchasing or possessing alcoholic liquor 
or cannabis within the definition of “delinquent act” in the 

Delinquency Act. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Family and 
Juveniles 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/28/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that when the Cannabis 

Regulation Act was adopted, the question of minors was 

discussed extensively; they added that the Delinquency Act has 
years of potential exposure, and that they were concerned with a 

move away from established policy. Commission Chair noted 

that this bill could mean 1,000 more referrals to CYFD a year. 
No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB165  

Sponsors: Chavez (R31); Reeb (R64); De La Cruz (D12) 

Title: PRETRIAL DETENTION PRESUMPTION 

Summary: (Very similar to 2024 HB44 and 2023 HB509) Relates to pretrial 

detention. Establishes a presumption that the prosecution has 

proven that a defendant is dangerous and no release conditions 
will reasonably protect the safety of any other person or the 

community. Allows for the presumption to be rebutted by 

defendant in an adversarial hearing. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Civil Rights; Constitutional Issues and 

Amendments 
Related: 2024:HB44; 2023:HB509 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/28/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that these statutory reforms 

to the bail provisions are in direct conflict with the state 

Constitution; and that this bill presents a separation of powers 

problem. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB166  
Sponsors: Chavez (R31); Reeb (R64); De La Cruz (D12) 

Title: FELON IN POSSESSION OF A FIREARM PENALTY 

Summary: (Similar to 2024 HB46; related to 2023 HB458, HB61, HB113) 
Imposes a third degree penalty for a felon in possession of a 

firearm or destructive device of five years imprisonment; a 

second or subsequent offense is nine years imprisonment (a 
second degree felony); increases the penalty for a serious violent 

felon in possession of a firearm or destructive device to a 

second-degree felony (up from third degree). 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Public 

Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2024:HB46; 2023:HB458; 2023:HB61; 2023:HB113 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/28/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB171  
Sponsors: Jones (R32); Thomson (D24); Brown (R55) 

Title: CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES FOR ADDICTION 
WITHDRAWAL MANAGEMENT 

Summary: Amends the Pharmacy Act to provide that certain licensed 

custodial care facilities may acquire and possess dangerous 
drugs, including controlled substances, to be used for addiction 

withdrawal management purposes. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; State Affairs and State Agencies; 
Cannabis/Controlled Substances 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/13/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/13/2025—H Reported Do Pass as amended by House Health 

& Human Services. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB190  
Sponsors: Hochman-Vigil (D15) 

Title: VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT CHANGES 

Summary: Includes battery upon a health care worker and human 
trafficking as applicable criminal offenses in the Victims of 

Crime Act. Makes other changes to the Victims of Crime Act 

relating to representation, notice, presence in court, and 
violations of the act, as detailed below. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Health and Medical Practice; Courts and Civil 

Matters; County Affairs; Municipalities/City Government 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 01/29/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/29/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/29/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 01/29/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 
Finance. 

Scheduled: 02/25/2025—House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee, 

1:30 p.m., Room 317 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that while some of this bill 

is reasonable, there are serious concerns with restructuring the 

criminal legal system to make a victim a third party in our 
adversarial system; the state is the prosecuting power; this bill 

would complicate litigation and give victims all of the rights of 
parties, when victims already have many rights under New 

Mexico law; the bill could also open up the state to liability. 

Magistrate Judge noted, and AODA agreed, that the timelines in 
the bill conflict with existing timelines in criminal cases. DOJ 

noted that the bill would help victims to assert their rights in 
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criminal proceedings; this comes up particularly in rape shield 

proceedings, where a victim could file a motion for a protective 

order. A public member noted that it would be better policy to 

create a victims assistance department that is removed from the 

prosecution, and that this concept needs more thinking through. 

DOJ made a motion, seconded by Chair, to support this 
legislation. The motion failed with two votes in favor (DOJ and 

Chair); five votes against (AODA, LOPD, and three public 

members); and three abstentions (DPS, NMCD, and Magistrate 
Judge). 

Bill: HB204  

Sponsors: Dixon (D20); Reeb (R64) 

Title: RIGHT TO REFUSE PRETRIAL STATEMENTS 
Summary: (Related to 2023 HB173) Amends the Victims of Crime Act to 

allow certain victims of or witnesses to crimes to refuse to give a 

pretrial statement or interview. Provides procedures for 
interrogatories and interviews of an adult victim. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Family and Juveniles 

Related: 2023:HB173 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 01/29/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/29/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 01/29/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: DOJ noted that victims are often harassed 
by defense attorneys, and that this bill would make a balance 

between the defendant’s rights and that of victims. LOPD noted 

that the parts of the bill that are directly targeted were not a 
problem, but there was a concern with the refusal of the 

interview, which is a critical part of the truth-seeking process in 

criminal cases; they can understand the view that the interview is 
merely to poke holes in a story or find exonerating facts or 

circumstance, but if a defense attorney does a pre-trial interview 

and finds that it is a strong case against their client, the defense 
attorney can encourage the client not to go to trial. A public 

member noted that the bill is clearly unconstitutional under the 

US and state constitutions; the bill is procedural, addressing 
matters that should be regulated by the courts; a prosecutor can 

presently shut down the interview process through the court if 
the prosecutor feels the defense attorney is overstepping; this is 

not an area that it is the Legislature’s business to regulate. DOJ 

countered that when a prosecutor has to shut down an interview, 
the victim has already been harmed. The public member 

responded that their office represents both criminal defendants 

and civil plaintiffs, and that some of the worst treatment of child 
sex victims has come at the hands of attorneys defending state 

actors; they would hope that the Attorney General would look 

into those practices if they are so concerned with such matters. A 
motion to support this legislation was made by DOJ, and 

seconded by AODA. The motion narrowly passed with four 

votes in favor (Chair, AODA, DOJ, and a public member); three 
votes against (LOPD and two public members); and three 

abstentions (DPS, NMCD, and Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: HB231  

Sponsors: Pettigrew (R61) 

Title: REPARATIONS REQUIRED FOR CERTAIN CRIMES 

Summary: Amends the Crime Victims Reparations Act to include assault, 

battery, criminal sexual contact and robbery while armed with a 
deadly weapon among the offenses for which reparations must 

be made. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/30/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/30/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 01/30/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB234  

Sponsors: Jones (R32) 

Title: CRIMINALIZING ABORTIONS 

Summary: Seeks to make abortions illegal by defining them in statute as a 

denial of medical care or nourishment to infants; would require 

mandatory reporting of abortions, monthly inspections of clinics 

and creates a new task force charged with overseeing abortions; 

creates penalties. 
Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/30/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/30/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 01/30/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB235  

Sponsors: Jones (R32) 

Title: NO FIREARMS FOR UNDOCUMENTED PERSONS 
Summary: Amends the Criminal Code for two ostensible purposes: to add 

“undocumented aliens” to the list of persons for whom receipt, 

transport, or possession of a firearm or destructive device is 

unlawful, and to include a definition for “undocumented aliens” 

in the Criminal Code, where it does not appear to otherwise be 

used. Possession of a firearm by prohibited persons is a 
misdemeanor, 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Public 

Safety and Corrections 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/30/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/30/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 01/30/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD made three points – there is a 
circuit split about the Second Amendment and lawful residency; 

research shows that immigrants are less likely to commit crimes, 

so there is no rational basis for this legislation; there is a 
constitutional issue raised as a law like this could raise concerns 

with pretextual search and seizures. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB244  

Sponsors: Little (D68) 

Title: MINIMUM AGE FOR MAGISTRATES IS 28 YEARS 
Summary: Adds to qualifications for the position of magistrate that each 

magistrate shall not be less than 28 years of age at the time of 

election. 
Subjects: County Affairs; Courts and Civil Matters; Municipalities/City 

Government; Elections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/03/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/03/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: Magistrate Judge noted that this concept 
was introduced a couple of years ago; while the age of 28 might 

seem arbitrary, it is the normal age for someone who has 

completed high school, four years of college, three years of law 

school, and three years of work experience. No action was taken 

on this legislation. 

Bill: HB248  

Sponsors: Pettigrew (R61) 
Title: UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF FIREARM WHILE 

TRAFFICKING DRUGS 

Summary: (Virtually identical to 2024 HB47, very similar to 2023 HB59). 
Creates the crime of unlawful carrying of a firearm while 

trafficking a controlled substance, making it a third-degree 
felony, and subject to sentencing under provisions of Sec. 

31-18-15 (Criminal Sentencing Act).  As used in this section, 

“firearm” means any weapon that will or is designed to or may 
readily be converted to expel a projectile by the action of an 

explosion or the frame or receiver of any such weapon. 
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Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Cannabis/Controlled Substances 

Related: 2024:HB47; 2023:HB59 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/04/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/04/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/04/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that the existing firearm 
enhancement in statute already allows for an increase on the 

penalty of trafficking with a firearm. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB250  
Sponsors: Anyanonu (D19); Duhigg (D10) 

Title: PROVIDING MENSTRUAL HYGIENE PRODUCTS IN 

PRISONS, JAILS 
Summary: Requires correctional facilities to provide free menstrual hygiene 

products to inmates; requires correctional facilities to develop 

and implement a policy for issuing such products but outlines 

some provisions the policy should include: 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; State Affairs and State Agencies; 

County Affairs 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/17/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/04/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/04/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/17/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 
Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: NMCD noted that they already provide 

these products in prisons. No action was taken on this 
legislation. 

Bill: HB255  

Sponsors: Thomson (D24); Maestas (D26) 
Title: JUVENILE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS ACT, USE OF 

FUNDS 

Summary: Renames the Juvenile Community Corrections Act as the 
Juvenile Community Connections Act. Directs that money in the 

Juvenile Community Connections Grant Fund may be used for 

programs that provide services for adjudicated delinquents or 
children or youth referred by the Children, Youth and Families 

Department (CYFD). Creates local panels to identify delinquents 

transferred to CYFD custody. Shifts the focus to prevention, 
intervention, and diversion services. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; 

County Affairs; Municipalities/City Government; Public Safety 
and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/17/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 02/04/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/04/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/17/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: This bill is a bill that was developed by 

the Juvenile Committee of the NMSC and endorsed 

unanimously by the full Sentencing Commission. 

Bill: HB274  

Sponsors: Cortez (R62); Block, Jay (D12) 
Title: LIFE IN PRISON FOR TRAFFICKING FENTANYL 

Summary: (Related to 2025 SB25; SB95) Amends the Criminal Code to 

provide that for trafficking fentanyl, the first and subsequent 
offenses are all first degree felonies. Amends the Criminal 

Sentencing Act to provide the penalty for a first degree felony of 
trafficking fentanyl is life imprisonment. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; 

Cannabis/Controlled Substances 
Related: 2025:SB25; 2025:SB95 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: NMSC staff noted that the Commission is 

on the record as disagreeing with further attempts to complicate 
the existing felony structure. LOPD noted that a life sentence for 

trafficking would affect addicts; additionally, this is an extreme 

sentence for a first offense; and first degree felonies are 
generally reserved for the most serious offenses. No action was 

taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB278  

Sponsors: Chavez (R31) 
Title: VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER EXCLUSION 

Summary: (Identical to 2023 SB363) Excludes from the crime of voluntary 

manslaughter any conduct in the course of or during an escape 
from the commission of a felony offense or while resisting a 

lawful arrest. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2023:SB363 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB280  

Sponsors: Chavez (R31) 
Title: CRIMINAL SENTENCING: THREE STRIKES LAW 

Summary: (Identical to 2024 HB155). Expands the definition of “violent 

felony” under the Criminal Sentencing Act to include new 
specific crimes and allows the parole of geriatric prisoners 

sentenced to mandatory life imprisonment. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Aging 
Related: 2024:HB155 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that this is the ninth time 

this legislation has been introduced. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB283  
Sponsors: Chandler (D43) 

Title: LAW ENFORCEMENT RECORDS CHANGES 

Summary: Addresses requests for law enforcement records for commercial 
use and remedies for denial of requests for records. Creates an 

Inspection of Public Records Task Force to review procedures 

related to the inspection of public records and assistance for 
public bodies and requesters of records. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Civil Rights; Criminal Code; 

Business, Manufacturing and Economic Development; County 

Affairs; Municipalities/City Government; State Affairs and State 

Agencies 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/05/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee, 8:30 a.m., Room 305 (Revised 02/22/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB286  
Sponsors: Dixon (D20) 

Title: CRIME REDUCTION GRANT, NOT FOR RECRUITMENT 
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Summary: Relates to grants provided by the Criminal Justice Coordinating 

Council. Amends the purposes for which a crime reduction grant 

application may be made by eliminating the purpose of 

recruiting or retaining law enforcement officers, prosecutors, 

public defenders, corrections officers, and mental health 

workers. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Courts and Civil 

Matters 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/05/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB287  
Sponsors: Reeb (R64) 

Title: OUTLAWING INTIMIDATING TEXTS, SOCIAL MEDIA 

MESSAGES 

Summary: Amends statute outlawing using telephones to terrify, intimidate, 

threaten, harass, annoy or offend (Sec. 30-20-12) to include 

social media and test messages; retains the fourth degree felony 
penalty. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Telecommunications 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/19/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/19/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: NMSC staff noted that given all of the 

varying harassment bills that have been introduced, and how 

they conflict with existing law, which itself has contradictions, 
this might be an area that the Commission could examine during 

the interim. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB303  
Sponsors: Dow (R38) 

Title: CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT: PROTECTIVE CUSTODY OF 

NEWBORN; EXPOSING CHILDREN TO DRUGS 
Summary: Proposes to amend both the Criminal Code and the Abuse and 

Neglect Act.  Would constitute child abuse to expose a child to 

a schedule I or II controlled substance and necessitates taking 
newborn children into temporary protective custody who have 

been exposed to such drugs.  Specifies circumstances under 

which a newborn child may be taken into protective custody. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Health and Human Services Committee 
History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Health and Human Services Committee, 

8:00 a.m., Room 307 (Revised 02/21/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that this bill blurs criminal 

and civil abuse, and that it would be more appropriate in the 

Abuse and Neglect Act than the Criminal Code. No action was 

taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB309  
Sponsors: Sanchez, Joseph (D40) 

Title: REMOVAL OF UNLAWFUL OCCUPANTS FROM REAL 

PROPERTY 
Summary: Provides a process for a property owner to remove persons who 

are unlawfully occupying the owner’s real property. “Unlawfully 
occupying” is a crime constituting trespassing. 

Subjects: Land, Housing and Real Estate; Civil Rights; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Criminal Code 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/05/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/05/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: Chair noted that it can be difficult to 

remove someone who has occupied a property illegally. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB316  
Sponsors: Block, John (R51) 

Title: INTERFERENCE WITH FEDERAL IMMIGRATION LAW 

Summary: (Identical to 2023 HB162; 2024 SS SB15) Proposes to outlaw 
any state or local law, ordinance, rule or regulation that prohibits 

or restricts the use of personnel or resources to assist with 

enforcement of federal immigration law, or that otherwise 
interferes with immigration law enforcement. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; County Affairs; 

Municipalities/City Government; Civil Rights 
Related: 2023:HB162 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB318  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: PENALTY INCREASE FOR RESISTING OFFICER OR A 

JUDGE 

Summary: Amends the Criminal Code to increase the penalty for resisting, 
evading or obstructing an officer of this state from a 

misdemeanor to a fourth-degree felony. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Public Safety and 
Corrections; Veterans and Military Affairs; Cannabis/Controlled 

Substances; Transportation 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB320  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: CRIME OF NECROPHILIA 

Summary: (Related to 2024 HB60) Amends the Criminal Code to 

criminalize “necrophilia” and “criminal desecration of a dead 
human body.” Three criminal acts are added to the code as 

felonies. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 
Related: 2024:HB60 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: The committee discussed whether this 

was covered under current law. DOJ noted that we have no 

desecration statute, but have at times used tampering with 
evidence. LOPD noted that the closest we have is conducting a 

post-mortem exam without the consent of the OME. No action 

was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB321  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: CARELESS DRIVING PENALTIES 
Summary: (Identical to 2023 HB339) Creates a higher level of careless 

driving with a higher penalty: careless driving that results in 

death or great bodily harm to another constitutes a misdemeanor 
and carries a penalty of imprisonment in the county jail for a 

definite term less than one year or a fine of no more than $1,000, 
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or both. Defines great bodily harm as an injury that creates a 

high probability of death, that causes serious disfigurement or 

that causes loss of function of any member or organ of the body. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal Code; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Related: 2023:HB339 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB322  
Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: DEATH PENALTY IMPOSED FOR SEXUAL 

PENETRATION OF A CHILD 
Summary: (Identical to 2024 HB109) Provides that aggravated criminal 

sexual penetration and criminal sexual penetration of a child 

shall be punishable by death (provides certain exceptions); 

creates a first-degree felony for human sexual trafficking against 

a person under 18 years, punishable by death; and establishes a 

fine of $100,000 for first-degree felony criminal sexual 
penetration of a child. The death penalty is imposed for this 

felony classification. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Constitutional Issues and 
Amendments; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2024:HB109 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: A public member noted that this statute 

would be in violation of the US Supreme Court holding in Coker 
v. Georgia (1977), where it was held that the death penalty was 

unconstitutional in cases where life was not taken. No action was 

taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB332  

Sponsors: Cullen (R57) 

Title: CRIME OF UNLAWFUL SQUATTING 
Summary: (Related to 2025 HB309; 2024 HB56). Creates the crime of 

unlawful squatting; provides penalties; provides for civil 

damages for injury to property occurring in the course of 
unlawful squatting. Provides a process for removing an alleged 

unlawful squatter and for contesting a citation for squatting; 

requires a trial to determine property rights in a contest between 
a purported owner and an alleged squatter; providing for 

damages. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Land, Housing and Real Estate; Public Safety 
and Corrections 

Related: 2025:HB309; 2024:HB56 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that the bill incorporates the 

same definition as misdemeanor trespass, and creating a 
duplicate crime on the books could create legal challenges. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB336  

Sponsors: Martinez, A. (R23) 
Title: EXPAND PERA PEACE OFFICERS RETURNING TO 

WORK 
Summary: Amends the Public Employees Retirement Act to expand the 

definition of “peace officer” for purposes of retiree 

return-to-work provisions of the act. Provides that “peace 
officer” includes a state employee with a duty to maintain public 

order or to make arrests for crime, even if that duty is limited to 

specific crimes. Retired peace officers are entitled to return to 

work and continue receiving pension benefits after sitting out for 

the required period. 

Subjects: Public Employees/Retirement; State Affairs and State Agencies; 

Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/21/2025 - House Appropriations and Finance Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Labor, 

Veterans' & Military Affairs. 
 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

 02/21/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Labor, Veterans' & 
Military Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB340  

Sponsors: Gurrola (D16) 
Title: AUTOMATIC CRIMINAL DNA PROCEDURES 

Summary: Would allow the state to automatically enter and retain DNA 

from people who died after being arrested on felony charges and 

create some new legal safeguards related to DNA entry. 

Subjects: Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee, 8:30 a.m., Room 305 (Revised 02/22/2025) 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB352  
Sponsors: Herrera (D41); Jaramillo, L. (D5) 

Title: MAGISTRATE COURT CIRCUIT RIDER 

REORGANIZATION 
Summary: Proposes to close magistrate circuit courts in McKinley, Santa 

Fe, Torrance, Dona Ana and Lea districts; to relocate magistrate 

district courts in the Grant and San Juan districts; and relocate a 
circuit court in the Rio Arriba district. Magistrates will no longer 

ride circuit to Hatch, Jal, Thoreau, Chama, Pojoaque or Estancia, 

and the Division 2 magistrate office in Bayard in the Grant 
district shall close. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; State Affairs and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/11/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: Magistrate noted that this is effectively a 
clean up bill, that some of the courts mentioned in this bill no 

not exist any longer or have a vanishingly small number of cases 

a year. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB354  

Sponsors: Lujan (D48) 

Title: COMMUNITY CRIMINAL JUSTICE DIVERSION PILOT 

PROJECT 
Summary: Creates a six-year pilot project called the Community Criminal 

Justice Diversion Project within the Behavioral Health Services 

Division of the Health Care Authority. Also creates a fund to 
support the diversion of certain offenders from the criminal 

justice system to community-based services and treatment with 

the stated aim of reducing crime, homelessness and recidivism 
and improving public health. The project would be administered 

by BHSD and implemented by the state or local units of 
government in a minimum of five counties across the state. 

BHSD is charged with developing a budget with Medicaid 

dollars for the project and submitting it to an agency within 
another branch of government, the Legislative Finance 

Committee, for budget approval. 
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Subjects: Appropriations; Insurance; Criminal Code; Courts and Civil 

Matters; Family and Juveniles; Health and Medical Practice; 

Land, Housing and Real Estate; Municipalities/City 

Government; Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/21/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/21/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Health & Human 

Services. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: The committee discussed how the 
language of the bill was quite broad and opened, and seemed to 

be leaving the details of the diversion plans up to the entities 

who create them; and that the bill seems to put these programs 
on stronger financial footing. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB355  

Sponsors: Lujan (D48) 

Title: OVERDOSE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

Summary: (Similar to 2023 HB263) Amends the Harm Reduction Act to 

create an Overdose Prevention Program to provide safe spaces 
for consuming controlled substances. Administered by the 

Department of Health. Provides extensive liability protections to 

a person involved in either the Harm Reduction Program or the 
Overdose Prevention Program from civil or criminal liability for 

any act or conduct that occurs on the site or relating to the 

administration of the program unless the action violates of 
established ethical rules or is negligent or reckless. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2023:HB263 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/21/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 
Human Services. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/21/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Health & Human 
Services. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB358  
Sponsors: Pettigrew (R61) 

Title: INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE RULE OVERSIGHT 

COMMITTEE 
Summary: (Almost identical to 2024 HB124). Continues a long tradition of 

legislative efforts to pass judgment on rules of executive 

agencies. Sets up the interim Administrative Rule Oversight 
Committee (AROC) to review executive agency rules and make 

recommendations to the proposing agency, and changes to the 

authorizing statutes. Appropriates $2.0 million (GF, reverting) to 
Legislative Council Service. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Interim Studies and Interim 

Committees; Legislature; Appropriations 
Related: 2024:HB124 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB359  
Sponsors: Pettigrew (R61) 

Title: LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDING: UNSWORN STATEMENT 
CONSTITUTES PERJURY 

Summary: Amends the Criminal Code definition of perjury to include 

making a false statement material to the issue or matter of which 
the person making the statement has been requested to testify in 

any procedure before the Legislature, including hearings of 

standing or interim committees, knowing the statement is untrue 

and regardless of whether the statement is made under oath.  

Makes an exception for a statement made by a member of the 

public during the designated period for public comment. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Legislature 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/11/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: LOPD noted that when there is no oath, 
perjury should not attach. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: HB360  

Sponsors: Pettigrew (R61) 
Title: DISTRIBUTION OF STATE RULES TO LEGISLATORS 

Summary: Amends the State Rules Act to provide that every state agency 

shall provide Legislative Council Service with an email address 

for the custodian of rulemaking records; and Council Service 

shall maintain that list for distribution to legislators. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Legislature 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 
History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB376  

Sponsors: Terrazas (R39) 
Title: BORDER SECURITY DIVISION 

Summary: (Related to 2025 SB257 and HB107) Creates the Border 

Security Division within the Department of Public Safety. 
Contemplates an interstate compact for border security among 

interested states. Imposes penalties for the trafficking of certain 

controlled or counterfeit controlled substances. Appropriates $55 
million (GF) to carry out the purposes of the act (detailed 

below). 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Civil Rights; 
Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Criminal Code; 

Appropriations; Municipalities/City Government; Courts and 

Civil Matters; Legislature 
Related: 2025:SB257; 2025:HB107 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB381  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: PRETRIAL DETENTION OF DEFENDANTS IN 
DANGEROUS FELONY OFFENSES 

Summary: A new section of the Criminal Code, relating to criminal 

procedures, establishes a process for determining whether 
certain defendants are too dangerous to be released before trial 

and that no release conditions will reasonably protect the safety 

of any other person or the community. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Constitutional 

Issues and Amendments 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
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Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB383  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: CLASSIFYING EXPOSURE TO FENTANYL AS CHILD 
ABUSE 

Summary: Would consider exposure to the use of fentanyl as evidence of 

abuse of a child. Makes a $500,000 appropriation (GF, 
reverting) to Department of Public Safety for use in FY2026 to 

expand its investigation of child abuse and neglect cases to 

include those cases involving fentanyl. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/11/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB384  
Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: REPEAL WAITING PERIOD FOR FIREARM SALE 

Summary: (Duplicate of 2025 HB162) Repeals the mandatory seven-day 
waiting period for the sale of a firearm (Sec. 30-7-7.3). 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 
Corrections; Criminal Code 

Related: 2025:HB162 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/11/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB385  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: CHEMICAL CASTRATION FOR PAROLE OF SEX 

OFFENDERS 

Summary: Requires a sex offender to undergo chemical castration as a 
condition of parole. Provides terms and conditions for the 

procedure, to be performed by Corrections Department if the 

person is incarcerated. Refusal of castration is a parole violation. 
Does not apply to geriatric or otherwise permanently 

incapacitated inmates. 

Subjects: Criminal Code 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/11/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB391  

Sponsors: Jones (R32) 

Title: OFFICE OF CHILD OMBUD ACT 
Summary: (Identical to 2025 SB 307 and related to SBs 1, 2, 3; also related 

to 2023 HB11 and SB373)  HB391 is an identical version of 

SB307.  Amends the Children’s Code to create the Office of 
Child Ombud as an agency that is administratively attached to 

the Administrative Office of the Courts, to review issues and 

complaints regarding CYFD’s services to children and families. 
Requires CYFD to communicate information concerning injuries 

and fatalities related to children in its custody. Appropriates $1 

million (GF) to the Administrative Office of the Courts for use 
in FY2026 to establish the Office of Child Ombud. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Appropriations; State Affairs and State 

Agencies; Indians 
Related: 2025:SB307; 2025:SB1; 2025:SB3; 2023:HB11; 2023:SB373 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - House Health and Human Services Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 02/12/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB401  
Sponsors: Serrato (D45) 

Title: ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE SYNTHETIC CONTENT 

ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 
Summary: Creates new regulations and new civil and criminal penalties 

related to the use and dissemination of AI-generated content — 

establishing liability, labeling and enforcement mechanisms 
related to creating digital fakes of a person’s likeness without 

their consent and other digitally-manipulated content. 

Subjects: Information Technology; Business, Manufacturing and 
Economic Development; Miscellaneous; Telecommunications 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - House Commerce and Economic Development 

Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Commerce & 

Economic Development. 
 02/12/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/26/2025—House Commerce and Economic Development 

Committee, 1:30 p.m., Room 317 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: A public member noted that there is no 

mention of psychological harm, just personal reputation. LOPD 

noted that AI is a new frontier; there seems to be some overlap 
with existing statutes, such as unauthorized distribution of 

sensitive images and similar statutes, which are misdemeanors. 

No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB406  

Sponsors: Herndon (D28) 

Title: COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF CRIME WHILE 
INCARCERATED 

Summary: Allows people who are victims of a crime while in jail or prison 

to apply for compensation under the Crime Victims Reparation 
Act after their release. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/22/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/12/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/22/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Consumer & Public 

Affairs. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: NMSC staff noted that CVRC had 

proposed this concept in a presentation to the NMSC during the 

summer. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB414  
Sponsors: Herrera (D41) 

Title: EXPENSES FOR TRANSPORT OF INMATES 

Summary: Provides for per diem expenses for sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, and 

guards, to be paid by counties on behalf of which expenses are 

incurred, for transporting an inmate, a person charged with the 

commission of a crime, or a person in custody of a law 
enforcement agency. 

Subjects: County Affairs; Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/12/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/12/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: The Chair noted that this long-standing 

issue has never been satisfactorily resolved. No action was taken 

on this legislation. 
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Bill: HB424  
Sponsors: Dow (R38) 

Title: PREGNANCY AND FAMILY CARE ACT 

Summary: Cited as the “Pregnancy and Family Care Act,” creates new 
requirements for healthcare providers related to substance use 

disorder screening, family care plans and substance use disorder 

treatment prioritization; creates a new reporting system related 
to prenatal exposure to drugs or alcohol; creates new substance 

use disorder education and training requirements; creates new 

advisory councils related to substance use disorders; creates 
annual reporting requirements related to these goals and repeals 

statute that conflict with these changes under Sec. 32A-3A-13 

and Sec. 32A-3A-14. 
Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Health and Medical Practice; 

Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Alcohol, Firearms and 

Tobacco Products; County Affairs; Municipalities/City 
Government; Human Services 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/13/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee 

History: 02/13/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 02/13/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB425  
Sponsors: Armstrong, G. (R49) 

Title: REQUIRING AGENCIES TO RESPOND IN WRITING TO 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Summary: Amends the State Rules Act to require state agencies to respond 

in writing to public comments on a proposed rule before the rule 

is promulgated; requires responses to be published in the New 
Mexico Register. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/13/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/13/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/13/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HB428  
Sponsors: Cadena (D33) 

Title: RULES CONCERNING INMATES, PROBATIONERS, AND 

PAROLEES 
Summary: Directs the Corrections Department, prior to the adoption, 

amendment or repeal of rules concerning New Mexico inmates, 

probationers, and parolees under its supervision, to provide for 
public comment on proposed rules and publish notice of the 

proposed action. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; State Affairs and State Agencies 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/17/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 
History: 02/17/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/17/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB434  

Sponsors: Sanchez, Joseph (D40) 

Title: ADJUDICATED DELINQUENT CHILD: TERMS OF 
COMMITMENT & SUPERVISED RELEASE 

Summary: Amends the Delinquency Act in the Children’s Code to increase 

the maximum length of a short-term commitment to a facility of 
a child who is adjudicated delinquent from one year to 18 

months; and to extend the mandatory term of supervised release 

of a child adjudicated delinquent from 90 to 180 days following 
either a short-term or long-term commitment. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/17/2025 - House Health and Human Services Committee 

History: 02/17/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 02/17/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB445  

Sponsors: Chavez (R31); Maestas (D26) 

Title: VICTIMS OF CRIME, RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS 
Summary: Amends the Victims of Crime Act to provide greater rights and 

protections to victims, including notifications concerning court 

proceedings and offender release. Creates the Victims of Crime 
Assistance Fund administered by the state Department of Justice 

to assist victim with crime scene cleanup. Appropriates a total of 

$2.5 million to carry out the provisions of the act (detailed 
below). 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Courts and Civil Matters; 

Public Safety and Corrections; County Affairs 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/17/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/17/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Judiciary. 

 02/17/2025—H Also referred to House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

Bill: HB451  

Sponsors: Serrato (D45) 
Title: INDECENT EXPOSURE TO A CHILD OUT OF PUBLIC 

VIEW 
Summary: Creates a new crime of “indecent exposure to a child out of 

public view,” which carries a misdemeanor penalty. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Family and Juveniles; Public Safety 
and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/18/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/18/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/18/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB470  
Sponsors: Herndon (D28) 

Title: NEGLECTED CHILD DEFINITION: ACCESS TO 

FIREARMS 
Summary: (See 2025 SB430) Modifies the definition of “neglected child” 

in the Abuse and Neglect Act to include a child whose parent, 

guardian or custodian negligently allows a child to have access 
to a firearm or other deadly weapon while the child is not under 

the supervision of the child’s parent, guardian or custodian or an 

adult authorized by the child’s parent, guardian or custodian. 
Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products 

Related: 2025:SB430 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/18/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/18/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/18/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB485  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: SCHOOL MARSHAL ACT 

Summary: (Almost identical to 2023 HB283) Authorizes a school district to 

employ school marshals to act as necessary to prevent or stop the 
commission of an offense that threatens serious bodily injury or 

death of persons on public school property. School marshals are 

to be trained by the NM Law Enforcement Training Academy or 
an Academy-approved program. Allows school marshals to 

carry concealed weapons. Amends the Public School Code and 

the Law Enforcement Training Act. 
Subjects: Schools and Teachers; State Affairs and State Agencies; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Insurance; Alcohol, Firearms and 

Tobacco Products; Indians 
Related: 2023:HB283 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
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Status: 02/20/2025 - House Education Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Education. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB486  
Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: BACKGROUND, SEX OFFENDER CHECKS BEFORE CYFD 

RELEASE 
Summary: Requires a criminal background check and sex offender registry 

search before the Children, Youth and Families Department 

(CYFD) releases a child from state custody — including to 
foster parents, or legal parents, guardians and custodians. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/20/2025 - House Health and Human Services Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB496  

Sponsors: Garratt (D29) 

Title: INCREASING PENALTY FOR FELONS POSSESSING 
FIREARMS 

Summary: Increases the penalty for a felon found in possession of a firearm 

from a third degree felony to a second degree felony for the first 
offense and a first degree felony for the second and subsequent 

offenses. 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB497  
Sponsors: Brown (R55) 

Title: REVISE INSPECTION OF PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

Summary: (Related to 2025 HB139) Revises the Inspection of Public 
Records Act to provide additional exemptions from inspection; 

to designate additional records as law enforcement records; to 

revise the procedures for requesting and denying requests for 
public records; and to revise provisions for enforcement. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Civil Rights; Public Safety and 

Corrections; County Affairs; Municipalities/City Government 
Related: 2025:HB139 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB505  

Sponsors: Parajon (D25); Sedillo Lopez (D16) 
Title: PHARMACY STOCKS OF DRUGS TO TREAT OPIOID USE 

DISORDER 

Summary: Requires a retail pharmacy to maintain a sufficient stock of 
buprenorphine to satisfy minimum stocking requirements plus 

additional prescriptions. Also requires wholesale drug 

distributors to report monthly on denials or delays in supplying 
retail pharmacy orders for buprenorphine. Provides penalties for 

noncompliance. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Business, Manufacturing and 
Economic Development; Cannabis/Controlled Substances 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Health and Human Services Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Health & 

Human Services. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB514  
Sponsors: Anaya (D18) 

Title: PROBATION AND PAROLE: GRADUATED RESPONSE 

SYSTEM, SANCTIONS 
Summary: Directs the Corrections Department to implement a system of 

graduated responses in response to violations and behavior while 

on probation and parole, including presumptive sanctions. 
Prescribes penalties for technical violations (defined below) of 

probation and parole. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/25/2025—House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee, 
1:30 p.m., Room 317 

Bill: HB523  

Sponsors: Lara (D34) 

Title: LIMIT DISRUPTIVE THIRD-PARTY ACCESS TO PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

Summary: Provides that a federal immigration agent with a judicial warrant 

for a person presumed to be physically inside a public school 
may request access to the school from the local superintendent 

or head administrator, who will review the request and 
determine whether access to the public school is permitted by 

law. 

Subjects: Schools and Teachers; Civil Rights 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Education Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Education. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB525  

Sponsors: Dixon (D20) 

Title: VEHICULAR HOMICIDE AS A “SERIOUS VIOLENT 

OFFENSE” 

Summary: Classifies second degree homicide by vehicle as a “serious 

violent offense” for the purpose of earned meritorious 
deductions in prison sentences. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Transportation; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco 

Products 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB533  

Sponsors: Lujan (D48) 
Title: SOLITARY CONFINEMENT RESTRICTIONS 

Summary: Would impose stricter limits on solitary confinement in 
correctional facilities, including raising the minimum age for 

solitary confinement from 18 to 21 years old and adding a new 

maximum age of 55 (restrictive housing would be prohibited 
outside of this age range). 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Criminal Code; Courts and Civil 

Matters; Civil Rights 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB547  

Sponsors: Montoya (R1) 
Title: LIMITING JUDGES DISCRETION OVER CRIMINAL 

SENTENCES 

Summary: Amends the Criminal Sentencing Code to provide that for a 
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defendant convicted of a serious violent offense the judge may 

only consider aggravating circumstances when deciding to alter 

a basic sentence prescribed for a crime. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB549  

Sponsors: Dixon (D20) 

Title: UNLAWFUL CARRYING FIREARM WHILE 
TRAFFICKING CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 

Summary: Adds a new crime to the Criminal Code of “unlawful carrying of 

a firearm while trafficking a controlled substance,” making it a 
third-degree felony subject to sentencing under Sec. 31-8-15. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB558  

Sponsors: Block, John (R51) 
Title: SCHOOLS: PROHIBITS HARMFUL SEXUALLY 

ORIENTED MATERIAL 

Summary: Amends the Public School Code to protect students from 
sexually explicit material, as defined; prohibits such material at 

public schools and prohibits its use by a school employee, 

contractor or volunteer in curricula, instruction or extracurricular 
activities; requires rulemaking subjecting violators to adverse 

employment action and imposing a $500 fine on districts or 

charter schools in violation. Amends the Criminal Code to 
clarify the definition of the crime of knowingly providing such 

material to a minor. 

Subjects: Schools and Teachers; Criminal Code; State Affairs and State 
Agencies; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Education Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Education. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB565  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: LAW ENFORCEMENT EXEMPT FROM GUN BUY 

WAITING PERIOD 

Summary: (Related to 2025 HB566) Exempts a certified law enforcement 
officer authorized to carry a firearm and a commissioned law 

enforcement officer with the power to arrest from the required 

seven-day waiting period for purchase of a firearm. 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Related: 2025:HB566 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 
Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB566  
Sponsors: Lord (R22) 

Title: LAW ENFORCEMENT, CURRENT OR RETIRED, EXEMPT 

FROM GUN BUY WAITING PERIOD 
Summary: (Related to 2025 HB565) Exempts a buyer who is not by law 

permanently disqualified from possessing a firearm from the 

required seven-day waiting period for purchase of a firearm if 
the buyer is (1) a certified law enforcement officer authorized to 

carry a firearm; (2) a former or retired law enforcement officer 

who was certified and authorized to carry a firearm; (3) a 

commissioned law enforcement officer with the power to arrest; 

or (4) a law enforcement officer of an Indian nation, tribe or 

pueblo authorized to carry a firearm. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Indians 
Related: 2025:HB565 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB567  
Sponsors: Mason (R66) 

Title: ORAL FLUID TEST FOR SUSPECTED DUI 

Summary: Provides for administration of an oral fluid test, in addition to 
chemical tests of breath or blood, to determine the drug or 

alcohol content of a driver suspected of driving under the 

influence. If the oral fluid (or blood) of a person tested contains 

a controlled substance, it shall be presumed that the person is 

under the influence of drugs. If the oral fluid contains alcohol, 

the statutory laws concerning alcohol concentration apply. 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Cannabis/Controlled 

Substances; Public Safety and Corrections; Civil Rights 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HB572  

Sponsors: Mejia (R58) 
Title: CRIME OF SOLICITING A NON-CITIZEN TO VOTE 

Summary: (Duplicate of 2025 SB452) Amends the Election Code to create 

the fourth degree felony crime of knowingly soliciting a person 
who is not a US citizen to register, or to vote, in New Mexico. 

Each act of solicitation is a separate offense. It is not a defense 

to the crime that the solicitation includes a disclaimer advising 
the person who receives it not to register or not to vote if the 

person is not a US citizen. 

Subjects: Elections; County Affairs; Criminal Code; State Affairs and 
State Agencies 

Related: 2025:SB452 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/20/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Consumer & 

Public Affairs. 
 02/20/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HJR5  

Sponsors: Chavez (D26) 

Title: CA: CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES COMMISSION 
Summary: Proposes to add a new section to the state constitution to create a 

five-member Children, Youth and Families Commission, which 

is to hire an Executive Director to assume management and 

enforce the laws of the Children, Youth and Families 

Department (which is currently a cabinet-level department of the 

Executive Branch). Authorizes the Legislature to determine by 
law the professional qualifications of the Executive Director and 

of members of the Commission. 

Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Family and Juveniles; 
Human Services; State Affairs and State Agencies; Legislature 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/21/2025 - House Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/22/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Health & Human 

Services. 

 01/22/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
 02/10/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
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 02/21/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Health & Human 

Services. 

Comments: Meeting of 28 Jan 24: A public member noted that this joint 

resolution would remove CYFD from the executive branch, but 

if that was done the department would have to be restarted; it 

would set the agency and child welfare in the state back ages; 
there does not seem to be any understanding of the progress 

CYFD has been making in recent years, especially the changes 

that have been made since the Kevin S. agreement. Upon a 
motion by a public member, seconded by another public 

member, the committee voted not to support this legislation (6 in 

favor of non-support – Chair, AODA, NMCD, and three public 
members; 0 votes against non-support; 4 abstentions – DOJ, 

DPS, LOPD, and Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: HJR7  

Sponsors: Martinez, A. (R23); Reeb (R64); De La Cruz (D12); Hall (R3) 
Title: CA: UNLIMITED TERMS FOR COUNTY SHERIFFS 

Summary: Proposes to amend Article 10, Section 2 of the state constitution 

to allow a county sheriff to serve an unlimited number of 

consecutive four-year terms. 

Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; County Affairs; Public 

Safety and Corrections 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/28/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 
History: 01/28/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 01/28/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HJR9  

Sponsors: Martinez, A. (R23) 
Title: CA: DENIAL OF BAIL 

Summary: (Identical to 2024 SS SJR1 and similar to several previous 

proposals) Proposes to amend Art. 2, Sec. 13 of the state 
Constitution to allow for denial of bail and pretrial detention of a 

defendant deemed dangerous or a flight risk or who has 

previously failed to appear before a court as required. 
Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Criminal Code; Courts 

and Civil Matters 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/29/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 01/29/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 01/29/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that the Legislature should 
hear from NM Counties on this proposal as the number of people 

to be held in county jails would explode. No action was taken on 

this legislation. 

Bill: HJR10  
Sponsors: Roybal Caballero (D13) 

Title: CA: ALLOW VOTING WITH FELONY CONVICTION 

Summary: Proposes to amend the state Constitution to remove a felony 

conviction as a disqualifier to vote. 

Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Criminal Code; Civil 

Rights 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/29/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 
History: 01/29/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 01/29/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HJR14  

Sponsors: Lord (R22) 
Title: CA: DENIAL OF BAIL WARRANTED TO PROTECT 

SAFETY OF OTHERS 

Summary: Proposes to amend Art. 2, Sec. 13 of the State Constitution to 

remove requirements that only courts of record may deny bail 

and that only prosecuting authorities may request a hearing to 

determine whether bail is denied and broaden the legal 

circumstances under which bail may be denied to provide that: 

Bail may be denied if, after a hearing, the court finds by clear 
and convincing evidence that release conditions will not 

reasonably ensure the appearance of the person as required or 

protect the safety of any other person or the community. 
Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Criminal Code; Civil 

Rights 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 

Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 
Elections & Indian Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that as with HJR 9, the 
Legislature should hear from NM Counties on this proposal as 

the number of people to be held in county jails would explode. 

No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: HJR15  
Sponsors: Roybal Caballero (D13) 

Title: CA: PROHIBIT SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY 

SERVITUDE 
Summary: Proposes to amend Article 2, Section 4 in the Bill of Rights in 

the state Constitution to provide explicitly that slavery and 

involuntary servitude in any form are prohibited. 
Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Civil Rights 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/10/2025 - House Government, Elections and Indian Affairs 
Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—H Introduced and referred to House Government, 

Elections & Indian Affairs. 
 02/10/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Bill: HM16  

Sponsors: Chavez (R31) 
Title: RECOGNIZE VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIME 

Summary: Recognizes and honors victims of violent crime in hopes of 

inspiring change and fostering communities of peace, support, 
and justice. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Criminal Code 

Progress: 1st House: Passed 
Status: 02/12/2025 - Signed by Officers of House 

History: 02/05/2025—H Introduced and placed on Speaker's Table. 

 02/06/2025—H Removed from Speaker's table. 
 02/06/2025—H Opened for floor debate. 

 02/06/2025—H Passed 69-0. 

 02/12/2025—H Enrolled and engrossed. 
 02/12/2025—H Signed by Officers of House. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB1  

Sponsors: Stefanics (D39); Munoz (D4); Woods (R7) 

Title: BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TRUST FUND AND PROGRAM 

FUND 

Summary: (For the Legislative Health and Human Services Committee) 
Establishes the Behavioral Health Program Fund to provide 

services and programs related to behavioral health. Transfers $1 

billion from the General Fund to the newly created Behavioral 
Health Trust Fund. 

Subjects: Human Services; Appropriations; Interim Studies and Interim 

Committees 
Progress: 2nd House: Passed 

Status: 02/21/2025 - Passed in the House 
History: 01/21/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 01/21/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
 02/05/2025—S Reported Do Pass by Senate Health and Public 

Affairs. 
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 02/12/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate 

Finance. 

 02/14/2025—S Opened for floor debate. 

 02/14/2025—S Passed 37-5. 

 02/15/2025—H Received in the House and referred to House 

Appropriations & Finance. 
 02/20/2025—H Reported Do Pass by House Appropriations & 

Finance. 

 02/21/2025—H Opened for floor debate. 
 02/21/2025—H Note: Floor Amendment 1 (Rep. Duncan) 

Tabled (30-25).. 

 02/21/2025—H Note 2: Floor Amendment 2 (Rep. Pettigrew) 
Tabled (39-26).. 

 02/21/2025—H Passed 46-19. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: Magistrate Judge noted that it was 
heartening to see that there was a structure being proposed to 

underwrite the various efforts in the state focused on behavioral 

health issues. Chair noted that many of these initiatives could 
end up being funded at NMFA, and that he will keep an eye on 

it. 

Bill: SB10  

Sponsors: Pope (D23) 
Title: ANTI-HAZING ACT 

Summary: (Almost identical to 2024 SB55; related to 2021 HB27) Creates 

the Anti-Hazing Act. Prohibits a student or other person in 
attendance (as opposed to being enrolled) at a public or private 

post-secondary educational institution* from intentionally 

hazing another. Whoever commits hazing is guilty of a 
misdemeanor; whoever commits hazing that results in 

substantial bodily harm to another is guilty of a fourth-degree 

felony. Failure to report hazing is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
Creates a range of penalties for individuals and punitive 

consequences for student organizations and their leaders that 

permit hazing. 
Subjects: Higher Education; Schools and Teachers; Criminal Code; Health 

and Medical Practice; Courts and Civil Matters 

Related: 2024:SB55; 2021:HB27 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/21/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Education. 

 01/21/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—S Reported Do Not Pass but Do Pass as substituted 
by Senate Education. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB17  

Sponsors: Jaramillo, L. (D5) 
Title: PAROLE AND PAROLE BOARD CHANGES; HOMICIDE 

HEARINGS 

Summary: Amends the factors affecting parole of an inmate sentenced to 
life imprisonment. Removes consent of the Senate for Parole 

Board appointments and amends Board member removal 

process. Requires conscientious scheduling of hearings in 
homicide cases. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Legislature; 

Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 2nd House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/21/2025 - House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/21/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 01/21/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/07/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate Health 
and Public Affairs. 

 02/13/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate 

Judiciary. 
 02/19/2025—S Opened for floor debate. 

 02/19/2025—S Passed 38-0. 

 02/21/2025—H Received in the House and referred to House 
Consumer & Public Affairs. 

 02/21/2025—H Also referred to House Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB18  
Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 

Title: FALSE REPORTS: CRIMES OF SWATTING, BOMB AND 

SHOOTING THREATS 
Summary: (Very similar to 2024 SB66) Creates the crime of “swatting” to 

address false or misleading reports to a public safety agency of 

an ongoing emergency with intent to cause an immediate agency 
response; and makes the crimes of swatting, making a bomb 

scare and making a shooting threat all fourth degree felonies. 

Provides that a court may order restitution for economic harm 
caused by the offense. Includes definitions. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 

Related: 2024:SB66 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/21/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/21/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/21/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB25  

Sponsors: Brantley (R35) 
Title: SENTENCE ENHANCEMENT: SALES OF ESCALATED 

LEVELS OF FENTANYL 

Summary: (Identical to 2024SS SB14) Amends the Criminal Sentencing 
Act (Sec. 31-18-15) to provide a sentence enhancement of three 

years, in addition to the basic sentence for fentanyl sale or 
trafficking, when a separate finding of fact by court or jury 

shows the fentanyl level amounted to one kilogram or more. 

Applies to prosecutions under Criminal Code Secs. 30-31-20 
(trafficking controlled substances) or 30-31-21 (distribution to a 

minor). 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Public Safety 
and Corrections; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/21/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/21/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/21/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: DPS noted that fentanyl on the streets is a 

huge challenge; if someone has one kilogram, they are surely 

intending to distribute; and that this is part of the Governor’s 

crime initiative. A public member noted that kilogram cases 
generally go to federal prosecution. DPS countered that the state 

should not have to rely on federal prosecution. AODA noted that 

federal prosecutors have taken few, if any, cases from his 
district. Upon a motion by DPS, seconded by AODA, the 

committee voted to support this legislation (6 in favor of support 

– Chair, AODA, DOJ, CYFD, DPS, and a public member; 4 
votes against support – LOPD, and three public members; and 1 

abstention –Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB32  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 
Title: FELONY POSSESSION OF STOLEN FIREARM 

Summary: Amends the Criminal Code to create the fourth degree felony of 

unlawful possession or transportation of a stolen firearm. 
Requires knowledge or reason to believe the firearm was stolen. 

Each firearm possessed or transported constitutes a separate 

offense. 
Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: AODA noted that this would be a big 
change; under current law, considering the principles of unity of 

conduct, if someone possesses or transports multiple firearms it 
is just one count. LOPD noted that possession of stolen property 

is its own crime, and that there is a concern with lowing the 

mental state to a negligence standard. Upon a motion by AODA, 
seconded by DPS, the committee voted to support this 

legislation (6 in favor of support – Chair, AODA, DOJ, CYFD, 

DPS, and a public member; 4 votes against support – LOPD, and 
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three public members; and 1 abstention –Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB35  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: SEPARATE CRIMES OF SHOOTING AT AND FROM A 
MOTOR VEHICLE 

Summary: (Almost identical to 2024 SB97) Amends the Criminal Code to 

separate the crimes of shooting at a motor vehicle and shooting 
from a motor vehicle and to provide penalties. Both crimes are 

considered violent felonies. Makes conforming changes to the 

Motor Vehicle Code to clarify that mandatory license revocation 
applies in either case. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Alcohol, 

Firearms and Tobacco Products 
Related: 2024:SB97 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: AODA noted that the intent is to stress the 

seriousness of the crime; shooting at a vehicle is very dangerous, 

and worthy of a second degree felony; the bill is an attempt to 

stop the growing problem with road rage. A public member 
questioned whether there was any evidence that creating this 

crime and increasing these penalties would prevent the crimes. 

LOPD noted that this bill would create a situation where 
shooting from a car at a car would be two separate penalties for 

the same act, and that the bill seems to be another of a grab bag 

of penalties. Another public member noted that if something 
terrible happens, there were plenty of other laws that would 

come into effect; and that it was hard to see what the deterrence 

value might be. DPS noted that the bill would cover retaliation, 
shooting at homes, and similar activity, beyond just road rage. 

Another public member noted that this bill seems to be a 

throwback t the increased penalties of the 1990s, which led to 
over-incarceration; and that the Commission should make 

decisions based on data, not fear. A motion to support the bill 

was made by AODA, seconded by DPS. The motion failed on a 
tie vote (5 to support the bill – Chair, AODA, DOJ, DPS, and a 

public member; 5 against support – CYFD, LOPD, and three 
public members; with 1 abstention – Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB40  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: INTERLOCK FOR DRIVING ON A REVOKED LICENSE 
Summary: Requires a person who is convicted of driving on a revoked 

license to obtain an ignition interlock device for any car the 

person will be driving and obtain an ignition interlock license 
within 10 days of conviction. Doubles the costs of installation, 

removal, and verification of an interlock device. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Courts and Civil Matters; 
Transportation; Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: A member of the public noted that there 

is an amendment coming for this legislation that will focus on 

the return of ignition interlock devices; he noted that when 

clients have devices installed for one or two years, something 
often happens to the car – it gets totaled in an accident, or stolen 

– and then the device is often not returned; while this is a felony, 

that does not prevent this from occurring; the bill would allow 
return of the devices without a court order, which can sometimes 

take a while to obtain, something that would help the clients of 

the interlock companies; another member of the public attending 
noted that she is the owner of an ignition interlock company and 

that their biggest challenge is getting the return of both parts of 

the device, the central box and the device into which a person 
blows; people often do not return the devices, or try to take them 

off themselves, or have a mechanic do it illegally; often their 

vehicles are impounded and the car with its device is in an 
impound lot; these devices are expensive, so this become a big 

loss for her company. Another member of the public attending 

informed the committee that he also owns an interlock company 

and that his company has had hundreds of thousands of dollars 

of unreturned equipment; the delays in getting a court order to 

return the equipment has made it difficult for many of his clients 

who wish to return their devices. The committee discussed the 
changes involving the interlock fund and the costs of the devices 

(around $1,700 for a complete unit). LOPD noted that they were 

not sure why the bill was expanding the use of interlocks to 
driving on a revoked license. A public member of the committee 

noted that people driving on a revoked license are not generally 

arrested, and this could open the use of interlocks for anybody. 
The committee hesitated to weigh in on the bill until they had 

seen the amendments. Upon a motion by Magistrate Judge, 

seconded by a public member, the bill was tabled unanimously. 

Bill: SB54  
Sponsors: Duhigg (D10) 

Title: COORDINATED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INITIATIVE 

Summary: Relates to Public Safety. Proposes a coordinated multi-agency 

approach to addressing behavioral health issues that impact 

public safety and corrections statewide that includes workforce 

development and in-service training, system-wide behavioral 
health standards of care, data management and use to target law 

enforcement resources, crisis intervention, law enforcement 

deflection, medical treatment and intervention, pre-trial 
diversion and post-incarceration re-entry programs, and the 

creation of a statewide plan for community-based crisis 

intervention. Establishes new funds. 
Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; County Affairs; Courts and Civil 

Matters; Criminal Code; Higher Education; Human Services; 

Information Technology; Interim Studies and Interim 
Committees; Public Finance and Budgets; Public Safety and 

Corrections; State Affairs and State Agencies; 

Telecommunications 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/22/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: After a discussion noting that there was a 
substitute bill coming for this complex piece of legislation, the 

committee voted unanimously to table the bill. 

Bill: SB66  

Sponsors: Duhigg (D10) 
Title: EXPAND EXEMPTIONS FROM CRIMINAL OFFENDER 

EMPLOYMENT ACT 

Summary: Expands the list of exempt state agencies to whom the Criminal 
Offender Employment Act does not, for certain kinds of 

employment, apply: the Early Childhood Education and Care 

Department; the Children, Youth and Families Department; the 
Public Education Department; and an agency employing a 

caregiver or hospital caregiver. Requires exempt agencies to 

develop rules related to criminal history screening for 
employment purposes. 

Subjects: Labor; State Affairs and State Agencies; Criminal Code; Schools 

and Teachers; Health and Medical Practice; Family and 

Juveniles 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/22/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB70  

Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 
Title: RACKETEERING ACT: 13 NEW AND ADDITIONAL 

CRIMES 

Summary: (Virtually identical to 2024 SB102) Amends the Racketeering 
Act to include 11 additional crimes within the definition of 

“racketeering”; defines “criminal gang” and creates two felony 
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crimes related to membership or participation in racketeering 

activities of criminal gangs and other enterprises. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Related: 2024:SB102 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/22/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: DPS noted that this bill addresses some of 

the problems noted in their work with the Organized Crime 

Commission, and that this is part of the Governor’s crime 
initiative; and that the concerns with human trafficking were 

significant. Upon a motion by DPS, seconded by AODA, the 

committee voted to support this legislation (6 in favor of support 
– Chair, AODA, DOJ, CYFD, DPS, and a public member; 4 

votes against support – LOPD, and three public members; and 1 

abstention –Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB71  

Sponsors: Wirth (D25); Chandler (D43) 

Title: AUTOMATIC LICENSE PLATE READER ACT, 

HIGH-SPEED CAMERAS 
Summary: (Almost identical to 2024 SB208) Authorizes the use of 

high-speed cameras to be used to convert images of license 

plates into computer-readable data so that law enforcement may 
be alerted when “license plate data” matches information in a 

state or national crime investigation database. 

Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Indians; Criminal Code; 
Transportation; Civil Rights; Constitutional Issues and 

Amendments 

Related: 2024:SB208 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/22/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB73  

Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: REQUIRES BICYCLES TO STOP AT RED LIGHTS, STOP 
SIGNS & YIELD SIGNS 

Summary: Amends the Motor Vehicle Code as it relates to the operation of 

bicycles; requires bicycle riders approaching a red light, stop 
sign or yield sign to stop when required for safety.  Specifically 

requires a bicyclist to stop before entering an intersection when 

confronted with a red light, a stop sign or yield sign. 
Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Transportation; 

Municipalities/City Government; State Affairs and State 

Agencies 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/07/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 
& Transportation. 

 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/07/2025—S Reported Do Pass by Senate Tax, Business & 

Transportation. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: LOPD noted that many drug cases around 

the state started with a bicycle stop, but that stops seem to 
always be of poor people, not people with fancy gear; the 

concern was that this bill could lead to more pretextual stops. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB74  
Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 
OF CHILDREN 

Summary: (Duplicate of 2025 HB86; essentially identical to 2024 HB116; 

related to 2024 SB6906; 2023 HB445, SB82). Broadens the 
definition of "sexual exploitation of children by prostitution" to 

include all minors up to the age of 18, rather than just those 

under 16. Additionally, the bill specifies that it is not a valid 

defense if the victim involved in such a crime is a police officer 

posing as a minor. Human trafficking would be included as a 

crime of racketeering and no one convicted of human trafficking 

could earn meritorious deductions to ameliorate a sentence. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Courts and Civil 
Matters; Family and Juveniles 

Related: 2025:HB86; 2024:HB116; 2023:HB445; 2023:SB82 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/22/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/22/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/22/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: DPS noted that under the same rationale as 

their support for SB 70, human trafficking was a serious matter. 

A public member noted that the changes to the earned 
meritorious deductions statute were unnecessary and would 

interfere with NMCD’s ability to manage inmate behavior. 

There was some discussion in the committee about how few 
human trafficking cases are brought. The Chair noted that this 

was part of the Governor’s crime initiative, and that Second 

Judicial District DA Bregman’s presentation to the Sentencing 

Commission had included the information that human trafficking 

was one of the largest crimes in the state. Upon a motion by 

DPS, seconded by AODA, the committee voted to support this 
legislation (6 in favor of support – Chair, AODA, DOJ, CYFD, 

DPS, and a public member; 4 votes against support – LOPD, and 

three public members; and 1 abstention –Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB94  
Sponsors: Steinborn (D36) 

Title: INCREASES STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS FOR CRIMINAL 

SEXUAL PENETRATION AGAINST CHILD 
Summary: Amends Sec. 30-1-8 by extending the time within which 

prosecution for crimes against a minor under Sec. 30-9-11, 

which involves numerous levels of criminal sexual penetration 
against a minor, may be brought against a perpetrator to any 

time after the occurrence of the crime until the alleged victim 

reaches the age of 35, with two exceptions: 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/23/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/23/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 01/23/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: There was some discussion among 

members of the committee over the use of the term minor. No 
action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB95  

Sponsors: Brantley (R35) 

Title: FENTANYL DISTRIBUTION RESULTING IN DEATH A 
CAPITAL FELONY 

Summary: (Identical to 2024SS SB6) Amends the Controlled Substances 

Act of the Criminal Code to make any distribution of fentanyl or 
a fentanyl-related substance resulting in death caused by 

injection, inhalation, absorption or ingestion a capital felony 

punishable by life imprisonment or life imprisonment without 

possibility of release or parole. Bars any defense based on 

purposeful, knowing, reckless or negligent use of the substance 

by the victim. Defines the meaning of “fentanyl-related 
substance” in chemical terms. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Public Safety 

and Corrections 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/23/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/23/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/23/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: A public member noted that the similar 

federal statute was often utilized against poor addicts who were 
sharing a pipe or something similar and one of them dies. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 
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Bill: SB148  
Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: ANTI-HAZING ACT 

Summary: (For a State Agency) (Related to 2025 SB10; 2024 SB55) 
Creates the Anti-hazing Act. Creates the crime of hazing, 

ranging from a misdemeanor to a second degree felony; and the 

misdemeanor of failing to report hazing; prosecutable by the 
Department of Justice (Attorney General’s Office) and District 

Attorneys. Creates a civil cause of action and institutional 

liability against participants in hazing, authority figures (as 
identified) who tolerate hazing; and institutions that fail to take 

reasonable steps to prevent it. Provides additional penalties. 

Requires postsecondary institutions to prohibit hazing in codes 
of conduct; to provide student education; and to establish hazing 

prevention committees. 

Subjects: Higher Education; Schools and Teachers; Courts and Civil 
Matters; Criminal Code; Health and Medical Practice 

Related: 2025:SB10; 2024:SB55 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: DOJ noted that this bill would fill in a gap 

in the criminal code and would be supportive of educational 

institutions as this is a problem in schools that is not addressed 
by current law. LOPD noted that hazing seems to be less 

frequent now, as there is more awareness of its harms. A public 

member noted that the activity this legislation wants to punish 
seems already to be covered by existing law. DOJ added that this 

bill includes failure to report. Upon a motion by DOJ, seconded 

by AODA, the committee narrowly voted to support this 
legislation (5 in favor of support – Chair, AODA, DOJ, DPS, 

and a public member; 4 votes against support – LOPD, and three 

public members; and 2 abstentions –CYFD and Magistrate 
Judge). 

Bill: SB149  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: CREATES THE CRIME OF CYBERBULLYING AND 

PROVIDES PENALTIES 

Summary: Would make cyberbullying a crime consisting of a person 
communicating directly or indirectly in writing or electronically 

with a public or private school student with “reckless disregard” 

to the harm it causes a student. 
Subjects: Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB153  
Sponsors: Maestas (D26); Chavez (D26) 

Title: CRIME OF HOME INVASION 

Summary: Creates a new crime of “home invasion under Sec. 30-16-4.1 
and makes minor technical changes to language in Sec. 30-16-4, 

dealing with aggravated burglary, that do not seem to alter the 

intent or impact of the law as it currently stands. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Land, Housing and Real Estate; Family and 

Juveniles; Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB154  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 
Title: LIMIT DEFERMENT OF SENTENCE FOR MOVING 

TRAFFIC VIOLATION 

Summary: Amends the Motor Vehicle Code to prohibit a court from 

deferring a sentence of a person who commits a moving traffic 

violation if that person has, within the past year, had a sentence 

for a moving traffic violation deferred. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal Code; Transportation; Public 

Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: A public member noted that this bill would 

interfere with appropriate judicial discretion. No action was 
taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB155  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: AGGREGATION OF EMBEZZLEMENT FOR PENALTIES 
Summary: (Identical to 2023 SB264) Amends the Criminal Code to 

aggregate the penalty for embezzlements that are committed 

within consecutive 12-month periods. Would punish all 

embezzlements within a one-year period as one crime, rather 

than treating each as a separate instance, and would aggregate 

the value of embezzled items for the purposes of sentencing. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters 

Related: 2023:SB264 

Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 
Status: 02/19/2025 - Senate Finance Committee 

History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
 02/19/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate 

Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB157  

Sponsors: Duhigg (D10); De La Cruz (D12) 

Title: ASSET SEIZURE SHARING AND DRUG TREATMENT 
PROGRAMS 

Summary: Allows state law enforcement to participate in a federal asset 

seizure sharing program from the Department of Justice to spend 
any shared federal money on drug treatment and prevention 

programs; creates certain requirements for sharing property. 

Creates new rules for money shared with the state under the 
Department of Justice Asset Forfeiture Program. Eliminates a 

requirement that the crime from which the assets originated 

involve multiple states and be “sufficiently complex to justify 
the transfer of the property.” 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Legislature; 

Cannabis/Controlled Substances 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/27/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/27/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 01/27/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: DPS noted that it might be the case that 
use of funds for behavioral health was permissible under federal 

equitable sharing. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB166  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 
Title: OUTPATIENT TREATMENT STANDARDS: “HARM TO 

SELF” AND “HARM TO OTHERS” 

Summary: (Essentially identical to 2024 SS SB9) Amends the Mental 
Health and Developmental Disabilities Code and the Assisted 

Outpatient Treatment Act to change the standard for imposing 

civil commitment or assisted outpatient treatment in New 
Mexico by redefining “harm to self” and “harm to others.” The 

new definitions expand the criteria beyond the commission or 
threat of certain criminal behaviors to include other facets of 

self-protection. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Human Services; Criminal Code; 
Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 
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Status: 01/28/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/28/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/28/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: A member of the public attending the 

meeting noted that most agencies did not support this bill when 

it was introduced in the Special Session; it changes the focus of 
harm to self or others from the future to the past, and the harm to 

others creates a focus that could criminalize poverty and 

developmental disabilities; the bill language does not follow 
psychiatric or psychologist ethics for the duty to warn or report; 

additionally, the standard for civil commitment should be high; a 

number of groups including NAMI, ACLU, and Disability 
Rights NM oppose this legislation. AODA noted that there is an 

incident at the moment in their district where a teen wants to 

sleep outside instead of in their home, and this bill could cover 
that non-dangerous behavior; additionally, the language in this 

bill could take us into the realm of committing the homeless or 

others who for their own reasons choose not to live in shelter, 
and could expand way beyond its putative intent. Upon a motion 

by AODA, seconded by a public member, the committee voted 

to not support this legislation (8 in favor of non-support – Chair, 

AODA, CYFD, LOPD, and 4 public members; 0 votes against 

non-support; and 3 abstentions –DOJ, DPS, and Magistrate 

Judge). 

Bill: SB177  
Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: U VISA CERTIFICATION ACT 

Summary: (Similar to 2023 SB350) Cited as the U Visa Certification Act, 
the bill is directed at agencies of local, state, and tribal 

government, including law enforcement and the courts, who 

assume the status of being the Certifying Agency for purposes of 
certifying to Homeland Security Department whether an 

immigrant who is the victim of a crime has been helpful in 

assisting the government agency in conducting its investigation 
of the crime. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Civil Rights; Courts and Civil Matters; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Veterans and Military Affairs 
Related: 2023:SB350 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 01/28/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 01/28/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 01/28/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: AODA questioned whether there was a 

need for this legislation. NMSC staff noted that NM is one of the 
states that do not have this kind of law on the books (there are 16 

states with U Visa certification laws, 5 with certification laws 

only for trafficking. Members of the committee discussed 
instances where the federal officers had to be pushed to certify a 

U Visa, and the interplay between federal and state law. No 

action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB185  
Sponsors: Townsend (R34) 

Title: UNLAWFUL USE OF UNDERGROUND WATER 

Summary: Creates the crime of unlawful use of underground water, which 

is a fourth degree felony and carries a fine of $1,000 per barrel 

or per 42 gallons of water appropriated. 

Subjects: Water; Environment and Pollution; Criminal Code 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/29/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/29/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/29/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB187  
Sponsors: Brantley (R35) 

Title: REINSTATE DEATH PENALTY FOR MURDERING A 

PEACE OFFICER 
Summary: (Very similar to 2024 SB73) Proposes to amend the Criminal 

Sentencing Act to reinstate the death penalty for a murder, only 

if the aggravating circumstance was (1) that the victim was a 

peace officer acting in lawful discharge of an official duty at the 

time; or (2) the defendant targeted the victim because of the 

victim’s status as a peace officer. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Civil Rights 

Related: 2024:SB73 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/29/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/29/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/29/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB196  

Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 
Title: REBUTTABLE PRESUMPTION AGAINST RELEASE OF 

CRIMINAL DEFENDANT PENDING TRIAL 

Summary: (Related to 2025 HB165; identical to 2024 SB122; almost 
identical to 2023 SB123; related to 2024 HB44, 2023 HB509) 

Amends the Criminal Code to establish that a rebuttable 

presumption arises when a criminal defendant cannot be safely 

released pending trial if (1) charged with and facing trial for a 

major felony offense (listed in the bill); or (2) while pending 

trial, sentencing, or on probation, or within five years of a prior 
major felony conviction, the defendant has committed a new 

major felony. Clarifies that the creation of the presumption does 

not change the prosecution’s constitutional burden of proof, and 
establishes the court’s duty to evaluate evidence that the burden 

has been met. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Public Safety and 
Corrections; Civil Rights; Constitutional Issues and 

Amendments 

Related: 2025:HB165; 2024:SB122; 2024:HB44; 2023:SB123; 
2023:HB509 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/29/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/29/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 01/29/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 01/29/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB222  
Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: DOH TO HCA: CAREGIVER CRIMINAL BACKGROUND 

CHECKS 
Summary: (Duplicate of 2025 HB131; related to 2025 Prefiled SB8883) 

Transfers authority for overseeing caregiver’s criminal history 

checks from the Department of Health to the Health Care 
Authority; adds to the list of disqualifying felony convictions for 

employment as a caregiver. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Human Services; Criminal Code; 
Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/31/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/31/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 01/31/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB225  

Sponsors: Munoz (D4) 

Title: FINES FOR BLOCKING, DUMPING AND TAGGING 
Summary: Increases fines and penalties for littering, for committing graffiti, 

for the improper use of a travel lane, and for violations of the 

Recycling and Illegal Dumping Act, as follows: 
Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Land, Housing and Real Estate; 

Miscellaneous; Criminal Code 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 01/31/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 
& Transportation. 

 01/31/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
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 01/31/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

 02/14/2025—S Reported Do Pass by Senate Tax, Business & 

Transportation. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB228  

Sponsors: Munoz (D4) 

Title: CRIMINALIZING ‘INTENT TO COMMIT A FELONY OR 
THEFT’ 

Summary: Makes it a crime punishable as a fourth degree felony to enter a 

retail establishment “with the intent to commit any felony or 
theft” after previously receiving notice that the person in 

question is not authorized to enter the store. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Business, Manufacturing and Economic 
Development; Civil Rights 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 01/31/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 01/31/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 01/31/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 01/31/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 4 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB244  

Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 
Title: ILLEGAL TRANSFER OF A FIREARM TO A MINOR 

WOULD BE RACKETEERING 
Summary: Makes unlawfully transferring a firearm to a minor a criminal 

offense punishable as felony racketeering but provides numerous 

exemptions for hunting, sport shooting or other activities related 
to nonprofits and gun clubs. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that the bill misses the 

context of how criminal law works; additionally, there are many 

bills to add crimes to the Racketeering Act, but it is rarely 
charged. A public member concurred with those statements. 

NMCD noted that there needs to be a way to hold people 

accountable for giving firearms to juveniles. LOPD countered 
that the Legislature recently passed a law on access to firearms 

by a juvenile. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB250  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26); Rubio (D35) 
Title: SANCTUARY STATE LAW 

Summary: Would stop state, county and local governments from 

coordinating or cooperating with federal immigration officials’ 
efforts to identify, apprehend and deport undocumented 

immigrants. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Municipalities/City 
Government; State Affairs and State Agencies; County Affairs; 

Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB251  
Sponsors: Sanchez, Joshua (R29) 

Title: EXPANDS “PEACE OFFICERS” WHO MAY RETURN TO 

WORK 
Summary: (Related to 2025 SB165) Amends Section 10-11-8 (retirement 

and return to work) to extend the definition of “peace officer” to 

include a state employee with a duty to maintain public order or 
to make arrests for crime, whether that duty extends to all crimes 

or is limited to specific crimes. Such a retired member would be 

able to return to work with an affiliated public employer in 

accord with other existing provisions of the act. 

Subjects: Public Employees/Retirement; Public Safety and Corrections; 

Public Finance and Budgets 

Related: 2025:SB165 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB253  

Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 
Title: INCREASING PENALTIES FOR FELONS WITH FIREARMS 

Summary: Increases the penalty for a felon found in possession of a firearm 

from a third to a second degree felony punishable by a minimum 
of nine years in prison; for people previously convicted as “a 

serious violent felon,” the charge would carry a minimum of 12 

years in prison; excludes both groups from eligibility for earned 

meritorious deductions in sentences. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: LOPD noted that the provision that 
excludes the use of earned meritorious deductions potentially 

doubles the amount of incarceration someone would receive; 

possession is not in and of itself a violent offense, which would 
make this an outlier, as the only other offense for which earned 

meritorious deductions cannot be earned is a capital offense. 

NMCD noted the problem with firearms in the community. A 
public member noted that all evidence shows that these statutes 

are not working; removing earned meritorious deductions poses 

a problem for prison population management, as when you take 
away hope, a prisoner’s behavior become more challenging. 

LOPD added that the penalty in this statute has been increased 
four times in five years; if the crime is not being charged or not 

being punished, that is not the statute’s fault; this bill would not 

change anything, is not the solution. A public member added 
that they had not heard evidence-based arguments in favor of 

this legislation, and that while they keep hearing statements that 

increasing this penalty yet again will solve our problems, it is 
clear that it won’t; they added that if prosecution is the issue, 

then policy-makers need to sit down with the DAs and figure out 

what is going on. Another public member added that they are 
one of the attorneys appointed to represent defendants in Federal 

court, and that everyone has a caseload involving felons in 

possession; this bill would merely be window dressing, not a 
solution, and it is a disservice to the public to say that this would 

make our communities safer. Upon a motion by NMCD, 

seconded by DPS, this legislation was narrowly supported, with 
5 votes in favor (Chair, AODA, DPS, NMCD, and a public 

member), 4 against (LOPD and three public members), and two 

abstentions (DOJ and Magistrate Judge). 

Bill: SB255  
Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: ENFORCING BACKGROUND CHECKS ON FIREARMS 

Summary: Creates a new crime in state law for firearm sellers that decline 
or fail to perform background checks prior to finalizing sales. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Criminal Code; Public 

Safety and Corrections 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 
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Bill: SB265  
Sponsors: Munoz (D4) 

Title: MOTOR VEHICLE AND BOAT VIOLATION PENALTIES 

Summary: Increases fines and penalties for misdemeanor violations of the 
Motor Vehicle Code and the Boat Act, as follows: 

Subjects: Transportation; Public Safety and Corrections; Criminal Code; 

Courts and Civil Matters 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 
& Transportation. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/14/2025—S Reported Do Pass by Senate Tax, Business & 
Transportation. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: Magistrate Judge noted that he had put 

forward a bill a couple of years ago to limit jail time for traffic 
offenses, and the Magistrate Judges Association will keep 

working on that issue; exposure to jail time raises the possibility 

of a jury trial and increased time being spent by the DAs and 
LOPD; this bill goes the other way. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: SB279  

Sponsors: O'Malley (D13) 
Title: GAS-OPERATED SEMIAUTOMATIC FIREARMS 

EXCLUSION ACT 
Summary: (Very similar to 2024 HB137) Cited as the Gas-Operated 

Semiautomatic Firearms Exclusion Act and inspired by similar 

legislation at the federal level, HB 137 introduces the measure at 
the state level — seeking to outlaw semi-automatic assault 

weapons and large-capacity magazines in an effort to curb gun 

violence while carving out exemptions for semi-automatic 
handguns, shotguns and other popular firearms. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Constitutional Issues 

and Amendments; Criminal Code; County Affairs; 
Municipalities/City Government; Indians 

Related: 2024:HB137 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/04/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/04/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/04/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: A public member noted that the 

Legislature should follow what is occurring at the Federal level 

around these issues, particularly the attacks on regulation by 
ATF. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB307  

Sponsors: Duhigg (D10) 

Title: OFFICE OF CHILD OMBUD ACT 
Summary: (Related to 2023 HB11 and SB373)  Amends the Children’s 

Code to create the Office of Child Ombud, administratively 

attached to the Administrative Office of the Courts, to review 
issues and complaints regarding CYFD’s services to children 

and families. Requires CYFD to communicate information 

concerning injuries and fatalities related to children in its 
custody. Appropriates $1 million (GF) to the Administrative 

Office of the Courts for use in FY2026 to establish the Office of 

Child Ombud. 
Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Appropriations; State Affairs and State 

Agencies; Indians 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/06/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/06/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/06/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: A public member noted that CYFD will 

be introducing its own version of this legislation soon; part of 
the issue is that the public wants an outside entity to resolve 

complaints and recommend policy changes; CYFD presently has 

an Office of Advocacy, required by the Kevin S. settlement, 
which does a job similar to the duties in this bill. Upon a motion 

by a Commission Chair, seconded by NMCD, the committee 

voted unanimously to table this legislation. 

Bill: SB309  
Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 

Title: NOTIFICATION OF VIOLATION OF PRETRIAL 

CONDITIONS OF RELEASE 
Summary: Adds notification requirements for violation of pretrial 

conditions of release. Provides access to global positioning 

system data on defendants on pretrial release to law 
enforcement. Makes pretrial conditions of release public. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Courts and Civil 

Matters 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/07/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 11 Feb 25: DOJ noted that there is often a lack of 
information once someone is on pretrial release, and that this 

corrects issues connected to a lack of support. The committee 

discussed what records concerning pretrial release were 
currently public record. LOPD noted that there is US Supreme 

Court precedent around this issue, and that currently a warrant is 

required; they also noted that there is a presumption of 
innocence around someone who is pre-trial. DOJ made a motion 

to support this legislation, which failed due to the lack of a 

second. 

Bill: SB321  

Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: STATE POLICE TO BE HIGHEST-PAID OFFICERS IN THE 
STATE 

Summary: Requires that the salaries of the New Mexico state police be 

adjusted annually as necessary to ensure that they are the 
highest-paid law enforcement officers in the state. Appropriates 

$100,000 (GF) to the Department of Public Safety for use in FY 

2026 to study state police salaries. 
Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Public Employees/Retirement; 

Appropriations 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/07/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/07/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB322  

Sponsors: Lopez (D11) 
Title: STRIP SEARCHES AND CAMERAS IN JUVENILE 

DETENTION 

Summary: Amends the Children’s Code to limit when and how strip 
searches may be performed in a juvenile detention facility; 

requires an incident report to be filed after any such search; 

prohibits placing cameras or visual filming devices in shower or 
toilet areas of a detention facility. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; State Affairs and State Agencies; Family and 

Juveniles; Public Safety and Corrections; Civil Rights 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/07/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/07/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: A public member noted that PREA has 
requirements regarding gender and searches, as well as language 

requirements that someone conducting the search has to be able 

to communicate in the language of the person being searched. 
LOPD noted that in 2024 strip searched increased because a 

machine to scan people electronically was out of order. No 
action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB324  

Sponsors: Duhigg (D10) 

Title: BARRING SEXUAL ASSAULT, HARASSMENT, 
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DISCRIMINATION NDAS 

Summary: Prohibits nondisclosure of non-disparagement (or nondisclosure) 

agreements related to workplace sexual assault, sexual 

harassment, sexual discrimination or sexual retaliation claims. 

Subjects: Labor; Civil Rights; Courts and Civil Matters 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/07/2025 - Senate Tax, Business and Transportation 

Committee 

History: 02/07/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 
& Transportation. 

 02/07/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB325  
Sponsors: Campos (D8) 

Title: DEGREES IN ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE 

COUNSELING FOR INMATES 
Summary: Directs the Corrections Department to establish and administer a 

post-secondary education program for an associates degree in 

alcohol and drug abuse counseling for qualified inmates in all 

correctional facilities; provided that Luna Community College 

grant the degree and NM Highlands University develop the 

curriculum and provide technical assistance; appropriates 
$500,000 (GF, nonreverting) to the Corrections Dept. 

Subjects: Higher Education; State Affairs and State Agencies; Public 

Safety and Corrections; Appropriations 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/21/2025 - Senate Finance Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Education. 
 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

 02/21/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate 

Education. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: NMCD noted that they had spoken with 

the bill sponsor to express that they would like to see these 

programs available at colleges around the state; they were also 
concerned that $500,000 was not a large enough appropriation. 

Upon a motion by NMCD, seconded by a public member, the 

committee unanimously supported this legislation. 

Bill: SB326  

Sponsors: Campos (D8) 

Title: SERIOUS YOUTHFUL OFFENDER AND YOUTHFUL 
OFFENDER CHARGES AND CONSEQUENCES 

Summary: (Duplicate of HB134) Amends the Delinquency Act in the 

Children’s Code by lowering the age for the classification of a 
serious youthful offender from 15 to 14 and adding to the list of 

crimes that may lead to being declared a serious youthful 

offender. Eliminates several key procedures for youthful 
offenders and gives the court discretion to extend a judgment of 

probation or commitment until the date that a child reaches age 

25. Abolishes the current prohibition against a state agency or 
political subdivision, including a school district, county, 

municipality or home-rule municipality from disclosing 

information concerning the arrest or detention of a child; 
delinquency proceedings for a child; an adjudication of a child; 

an adult sentence imposed on a child (except sex offender 

registration and notice); or social records pertaining to a child. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Public Safety and Corrections; Criminal 

Code; State Affairs and State Agencies; Civil Rights 

Related: 2025:HB134 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: The committee discussed what was 

happening with this bill and HB134 its duplicate, and how 

neither seemed to be moving. A motion not to support this 
legislation was made by LOPD, seconded by a public member. 

The motion passed with 6 votes in favor (LOPD, Magistrate 

Judge, and four public members); 4 votes against (Chair, CYFD, 
DPS, and a public member); and two abstentions (AODA and 

NMCD). 

Bill: SB329  

Sponsors: Paul (R33) 

Title: CRIME OF RECRUITING A CHILD TO A CRIMINAL 
STREET GANG 

Summary: Would create a new crime of recruiting a child into a street gang 

that would carry with it a fourth degree felony if the child 
recruited is between the ages of 13 and 17 and a third degree 

felony if the child is under the age of 13; defines “criminal street 

gang” as “an ongoing group, club, organization or association of 
three or more persons that has as one of its primary purposes the 

commission of one or more of the criminal offenses described in 

the Criminal Code.” 
Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Criminal Code; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: LOPD noted that this bill covers activity 

that is already criminal conduct – for example, contributing to 

the delinquency of a minor, solicitation, or conspiracy. No action 
was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB330  

Sponsors: Paul (R33) 
Title: ENHANCING GANG-RELATED CRIMINAL SENTENCES 

Summary: Changes sentencing guidelines to enhance penalties for 

gang-related criminal activity (more specifically, if a felony is 
knowingly committed for the benefit of, at the direction of, or in 

association with a criminal street gang with the intent to 

promote, further, or assist in criminal conduct by gang 
members). 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and 

Juveniles; Civil Rights 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: LOPD noted that there is no data showing 

that this would decrease crime, the definitions are vague, and 
that mandatory time is one of the worst ways to address criminal 

justice issues; there could also be a substantial increased cost to 

NMCD and CYFD under this legislation; the bill would also 
require bifurcated proceedings, which would impose significant 

extra costs on the judiciary. No action was taken on this 

legislation. 

Bill: SB331  
Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAMS AND SENTENCING 

Summary: Requires participation in a domestic violence offender treatment 
or intervention program for persons convicted of assault or 

battery against a household member, as well as other crimes of 

domestic violence. Also imposes sentencing guidelines for 

violation of probation for these crimes. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Courts and Civil Matters; 

Public Safety and Corrections 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB334  

Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: ENHANCED PENALTIES FOR ASSAULTING STATE 
CHILD WELFARE WORKERS 

Summary: Creates a specific crime for the assault and battery-related 
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charges of a child welfare worker employed by CYFD in tiered 

offenses. Does not apply to social workers contracted by but not 

employees of CYFD. Enhanced penalties are as follows: 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and 

Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: LOPD noted that they have consistently 
opposed penalty enhancements for crimes against groups or 

classes of people; there is no evidence showing that such crimes 

create added protection for those people; and there is a false 
belief that every crime needs to be a felony. No action was taken 

on this legislation. 

Bill: SB341  

Sponsors: Block, Jay (D12) 

Title: BRINGING BACK THE DEATH PENALTY FOR CHILD 

ABUSE, POLICE KILLINGS 

Summary: Would allow the death penalty if a person is convicted of 
causing the death of a child related to criminal offenses 

involving abandonment or abuse of a child (Sec. 30-6-1) and the 

death of a law enforcement officer; provides an appeals process. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and 

Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/10/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/10/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 
 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/10/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB352  

Sponsors: Duhigg (D10) 

Title: CONFIDENTIALITY OF MEDICAL INVESTIGATOR 
PHOTOS 

Summary: Provides that photographic images taken by a state, district or 

deputy medical investigator are confidential, are not public 
records, and shall not be accessible to the public other than for 

use or potential use in a civil or criminal proceeding. 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal 
Code; State Affairs and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/11/2025 - Senate Tax, Business and Transportation 
Committee 

History: 02/11/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 

& Transportation. 
 02/11/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: AODA noted that they are getting an 

increasing number of IPRA requests for these kinds of records, 
and it is only a matter of time until there is a successful 

challenge under the current law; making these records public 

information would retraumatize the victims. A motion to support 

this legislation was made by AODA, seconded by DPS. The 

motion was strongly supported with 11 votes for (Chair, AODA, 

CYFD, DPS, LOPD, NMCD, Magistrate Judge, and four public 
members), none against, and an abstention (a public member). 

Bill: SB359  

Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 

Title: REMOVAL OF UNLAWFUL OCCUPANT FROM REAL 
PROPERTY 

Summary: (Almost identical to 2025 HB309; related to 2025 HB332). 
Provides a process for a property owner to remove persons who 

are unlawfully occupying the owner’s real property. “Unlawfully 

occupying” is a crime constituting trespassing. 
Subjects: Land, Housing and Real Estate; Civil Rights; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Criminal Code 

Related: 2025:HB309; 2025:HB332 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: NMSC staff noted the disproportionate 
jump in penalties, and how the penalties in this bill would make 

this crime out of proportion with similar crimes in the Criminal 

Code. LOPD noted that it was hard to see what the bill was 
driving at. The committee discussed the elements of burglary 

and how they might or not apply to the behavior proscribed in 

this bill. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB360  
Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: RELINQUISHMENT OF INFANTS IN INFANT SAFETY 

DEVICES 
Summary: (Related to 2024 SB91 and 2023 SB11 and HB327) Adds 

provisions to the Safe Haven for Infants Act addressing 

relinquishment of an infant in an infant safety device, 

notification to law enforcement, confidentiality, and immunity 

for a safe haven site and its staff. Modifies the duties of the 

Children, Youth and Families Department for a relinquished 
infant. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Criminal Code; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Indians 
Related: 2024:SB91; 2023:SB11; 2023:HB327 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: A public member noted that the purpose 

of the safe haven law was to allow someone to leave an infant 

anonymously; current law requires an investigation via the 
Abuse and Neglect Act; this bill seems to be creating a true safe 

haven law. The committee discussed how if there were signs of 

abuse, the bill would still allow for an investigation. A public 
member noted that the bill does not seem to comply with ICWA 

and IFPA; a tribe should determine if a child is eligible for tribal 
membership; and expressed concerns around the designee part of 

the bill; these comments were supported by the Chair. A motion 

was made by a public member, seconded by CYFD, to support 
this legislation. The motion passed by a vote of 9 in favor 

(Chair, AODA, CYFD, DPS, LOPD, NMCD, Magistrate Judge, 

and two public members); 3 opposed (three public members); 
and no abstentions. 

Bill: SB363  

Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: CHILD PROTECTIVE AUTHORITY ACT 
Summary: Creates the Child Protective Authority, and startlingly, 

administratively attaches the new entity to the Regulation and 

Licensing Department, to receive and investigate complaints 
regarding the handling of child abuse, neglect and foster care 

cases by the Children, Youth and Families Department and other 

child welfare agencies, perform monitoring and reporting, and 

operate a toll-free hotline and digital communications portal to 

receive complaints. Provides for a nine-member Authority 

appointed by the Governor and the Legislature. Provides for a 
complaint process; ensures confidentiality of records but allows 

disclosure under if necessary to enforce the act. Requires 

notification. 
Subjects: Family and Juveniles; State Affairs and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 
History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB364  

Sponsors: Nava (D9); Martinez, A. (R23) 
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Title: LAW ENFORCEMENT: IMMIGRANTS WITH WORK 

VISAS 

Summary: Allows people who are not U.S. citizens to serve as law 

enforcement officers if they have work authorization documents 

from U.S. citizenship and immigration services; makes changes 

to Sec. 29-1-9, Sec. 29-2-6, and Sec. 29-7-6 to allow this — in 
effect potentially broadening the recruitment pool for law 

enforcement. 

Subjects: Labor; Public Safety and Corrections; Family and Juveniles 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Tax, Business and Transportation 

Committee 
History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Tax, Business 

& Transportation. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB366  

Sponsors: Lopez (D11) 

Title: APPROPRIATION: CHILDREN’S CODE REFORM TASK 

FORCE 

Summary: Appropriates $200,000 (GF) to UNM for use in FY 2026 for the 

Corinne Wolfe Center for Child at Family Justice at the UNM 
School of Law to continue the work of the Children’s Code 

Reform Task Force in reviewing and recommending revisions to 

the Children’s Code. 
Subjects: Miscellaneous; Higher Education; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 
Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB373  

Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 
Title: CHILD ABUSE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROCEDURE FOR 

ACTIVE-DUTY MILITARY 

Summary: Requires that if a member of the U.S. military is involved in 
allegations of child abuse, neglect or domestic abuse, a 

designated military authority must be notified; requires law 

enforcement agencies and relevant departments to establish a 
memoranda of understanding with military installations related 

to this; requires courts to allow remote participation via digital 

or telephonic means for military officials implicated in such 
cases, if requested; requires a copy of domestic violence order or 

protections to be sent to a designated military authority if a 

service member is implicated; requires law enforcement officers 
responding to domestic violence incidents to notify military 

installation’s designated authority if a service member is 

involved. 
Subjects: Criminal Code; Family and Juveniles; Veterans and Military 

Affairs 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB375  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 
Title: EASING PAROLE HARDSHIPS 

Summary: Allows early release for low-risk probationers, clarifies earned 

meritorious deductions for people who are incarcerated and 
removes a requirement for parolees to pay for the cost of parole 

supervision, which can total up to $1,800 per year. 
Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: NMCD informed the committee that this 

legislation is built on the framework of HB 201 from 2021, a bill 

when ended probation at the halfway point if the person had paid 

all fines, fees, and other similar costs and was on minimum 

supervision; HB 201 had strong bipartisan support, but didn’t 

quite make final passage; this legislation eliminates parole costs, 
though the person would still be responsible for probation costs; 

it is important to realize that only around 10% of the 

approximately 1,400 people on parole actually can pay their 
costs; this is an unnecessary burden on the person, and any 

revenue lost would be made up by having fewer people on 

supervision; studies have shown that those on long terms of 
supervision for minor offenses do less well the longer they are 

on supervision; NMCD continued that the bill also modifies 

EMD, instead of good time being awarded every month, which 
can change from month-to-month, all potential good time will be 

awarded when someone goes into the system, and then existing 

tools can be used to forfeit good time if necessary; this system 
would be cleaner, and it would be better for victims who would 

know up front when someone convicted of a crime would be 

scheduled to be released; under the current process, parole 

violators can get good time when they come back to prison, but 

sometimes, as with a serious violent offender, this could mean 

that they end up earning double the rate of good time for their 
parole violation than they would have earned while incarcerated 

for their crime; NMCD has learned when talking about these 

issues with violators that sometimes they violate in order to “kill 
their number” more quickly, which hurts re-entry efforts and 

recidivism numbers; the bill would eliminate good time for 

parole violations, but if someone is on parole, they would earn 
good time at the rate for their underlying sentence, which would 

incentivize good behavior. LOPD noted that they supported HB 

201. The committee discussed sanctions schemes for parole 
violators, the exemptions for sex offenders and capital offenders, 

and NMCD policies for earning good time for those on in house 

parole, especially for those who the Parole Board has agreed can 
be released but there are delays in release due to difficulties in 

crafting a parole plan. NMCD made a motion, seconded by a 

public member, to support this legislation. The motion was 
passed unanimously. 

Bill: SB381  

Sponsors: Ezzell (R32) 
Title: TIERED OFFENSES FOR LIVESTOCK, FIREARM 

LARCENY 

Summary: Creates new tiered charges for larceny of livestock based on the 
value of the livestock and allows for multiple offenses of 

livestock larceny; creates similar tiered offenses for firearm 

larceny; specifies that theft of firearms and theft of livestock are 
separate offenses. 

Subjects: Agriculture and Ranching; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco 

Products; Municipalities/City Government; County Affairs 
Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/13/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 

History: 02/13/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 
 02/13/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—Senate Judiciary Committee, 1:30 p.m. or 30 

minutes after floor session, Room 321 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB385  

Sponsors: Campos (D8) 

Title: RATES FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL SERVICES 
Summary: Revises the method for setting rates for services provided by the 

Attorney General to state agencies. The AG may charge state 

agencies for legal services in noncriminal cases requested by the 
agencies using rates for services equivalent to rates provided for 

in a current contract between the Risk Management Division of 

the General Services Department and counsel providing legal 
services to the Risk Management Division. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Courts and Civil Matters 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 



NMLR Report 02/24/2025 Page 27 • © New Mexico Legislative Reports. Reproduction or distribution without permission is prohibited. 

History: 02/14/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB400  
Sponsors: Sedillo Lopez (D16) 

Title: ALLOWING EARLY LEASE TERMINATION FOR SEXUAL 

ASSAULT, DOMESTIC ABUSE SURVIVORS 
Summary: Allows survivors of sexual assault or domestic violence to 

terminate a lease agreement before the terms of the lease are 

complete, without penalty, under certain conditions. A resident 
who falsely terminates a lease under the act may be held liable 

for treble damages for premature termination of lease. 

Subjects: Land, Housing and Real Estate; Public Safety and Corrections; 
Family and Juveniles; Courts and Civil Matters 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/14/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB405  

Sponsors: Lopez (D11) 

Title: BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STATUTORY REVIEW 
COMMITTEE 

Summary: Creates the Bipartisan Blue Ribbon Behavioral Health Statutory 
Review Committee appointed by Legislative Council; provides 

for membership and duties; requires the committee to create a 

Criminal Justice Policy Collaborative Task Force. Appropriates 
$300,000 (GF, reverting) 

Subjects: Health and Medical Practice; Family and Juveniles; Public 

Safety and Corrections; State Affairs and State Agencies; 
Appropriations 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 
History: 02/14/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB407  
Sponsors: Lopez (D11) 

Title: WRONGFUL CONVICTION COMPENSATION AND 

SERVICES ACT 
Summary: Provides a process for a person wrongfully convicted of a crime 

to file a petition for relief that includes compensation based on 

time incarcerated. Creates the Wrongful Conviction 
Compensation Fund and appropriates $9 million (GF, 

nonreverting) to the fund. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Appropriations; Civil 
Rights; State Affairs and State Agencies; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 
Status: 02/14/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/14/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: The committee discussed how the current 
system required getting around qualified immunity to pursue a 

civil suit, though under the Civil Rights Act that isn’t as high a 

burden. LOPD noted that in this legislation it seems to shift the 
burden so a person has to prove that they did not commit the 

crime. No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB410  
Sponsors: Brandt (R40) 

Title: RESCHEDULING CRYSTALLINE POLYMORPH 

PSILOCYBIN 
Summary: (Related to 2025 SB219) Classifies psilocybin as a Schedule I 

controlled substance and provides that crystalline polymorph 

psilocybin will be rescheduled in a manner to coincide with 

federal law upon its rescheduling by the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration. 

Subjects: Cannabis/Controlled Substances; Health and Medical Practice; 

Human Services 

Related: 2025:SB219 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/19/2025 - Tabled indefinitely in the Senate 

History: 02/14/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/14/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/19/2025—S Tabled Indefinitely By unanimous consent of 
Sen Brandt’s motion. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SB452  

Sponsors: Townsend (R34) 
Title: CRIME OF SOLICITING A NON-CITIZEN TO VOTE 

Summary: Amends the Election Code to create the fourth degree felony 

crime of knowingly soliciting a person who is not a US citizen to 

register, or to vote, in New Mexico. Each act of solicitation is a 

separate offense. It is not a defense to the crime that the 

solicitation includes a disclaimer advising the person who 
receives it not to register or not to vote if the person is not a US 

citizen. 

Subjects: Higher Education; County Affairs; Criminal Code; State Affairs 
and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/19/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 
History: 02/19/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/19/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Bill: SB456  
Sponsors: Cervantes (D31) 

Title: PERMANENT JOINT INTERIM COURTS AND JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE 
Summary: Creates a new permanent legislative joint interim committee 

called the Courts and Justice Committee. Establishes its 

membership, powers and duties, and reporting obligations. 
Subjects: Legislature; Courts and Civil Matters; Interim Studies and 

Interim Committees; State Affairs and State Agencies; County 

Affairs; Municipalities/City Government 
Progress: 1st House: Reported from Committees 

Status: 02/21/2025 - Senate Finance Committee 

History: 02/19/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 
 02/19/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

 02/21/2025—S Reported Do Pass as amended by Senate Rules. 

Bill: SB467  

Sponsors: Maestas (D26) 
Title: EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL RECORDS 

Summary: Makes changes to several provisions of law relating to 

expungement of criminal records. Removes the 30-day time 
requirement for the court to issue an order of expungement; 

removes the requirement for notice of petitions for expungement 

to the Department of Public Safety and law enforcement 

agencies in certain circumstances; removes embezzlement as a 

qualifying offense for expungement. 

Subjects: Courts and Civil Matters; Criminal Code 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 
Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Bill: SB486  
Sponsors: Padilla (D14) 

Title: CYFD ABOLISHED; CHILD SAFETY & WELFARE 

AUTHORITY CREATED 
Summary: Government Reorganization. Replaces the Children, Youth and 

Families Department (CYFD) with the Child Safety and Welfare 
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Authority (Authority)—as an adjunct agency governed by an 

appointed board—and transfers all the powers, duties, assets 

(money, property, contracts) and statutory references from 

CYFD to the CSWA. 

Subjects: State Affairs and State Agencies; Family and Juveniles; Courts 

and Civil Matters; Public Safety and Corrections; Appropriations 
Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 
 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Bill: SB499  

Sponsors: Gallegos, David (R41); Sanchez, Joseph (D40) 

Title: SAFE HAVEN FOR BABY BOXES 
Summary: Amends the Safe Have for Infants Act and the Abuse and 

Neglect Act to provide for anonymity of a parent who 

relinquishes an infant, a presumption of abandonment, and 
termination of parental rights within 90 days of relinquishment 

without further notice to the parent. Provides for procedures if 

CYFD has reason to know the infant is an Indian child. 

Subjects: Family and Juveniles; Indians; State Affairs and State Agencies 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Health and Public Affairs Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Health and 

Public Affairs. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Bill: SB505  

Sponsors: Cervantes (D31) 

Title: INSURANCE TORT LIABILITY: NONUSE OF BODY 
CAMERAS BY PEACE OFFICERS 

Summary: Relates to law enforcement.  Strengthens the presumption of 

bad faith for peace officers who fail to comply with the policies 
and procedures of the use of body-worn cameras.  Amends the 

definition of “law enforcement agency” to include police 

departments of public post-secondary educational institutions. 
Subjects: Public Safety and Corrections; Criminal Code; Courts and Civil 

Matters; Insurance 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 
Scheduled: 02/24/2025—Senate Rules Committee, 8:30 a.m., Room 321 

Bill: SB507  

Sponsors: Cervantes (D31) 

Title: RELAXED CONCEALED HANDGUN CARRY RULES 
Summary: Would allow concealed handgun licenses to lawful permanent 

U.S. residents and adults 19 years of age (reduced from 21); 

reduces the number of hours needed for firearms training to 
receive a concealed carry license from 15 to six hours; 

eliminates several requirements for license renewal and rewrites 

rules related to state authority to transfer and recognize 
reciprocity of concealed handgun license, requiring a somewhat 

more relaxed process. 

Subjects: Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; Public Safety and 

Corrections 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Scheduled: 02/24/2025—Senate Rules Committee, 8:30 a.m., Room 321 

Bill: SB510  

Sponsors: Sharer (R1) 

Title: OMNIBUS CRIME BILL 
Summary: A 125-page bill that incorporates some or all of various bills 

from this session relating to public safety, including HB86, 

HB134, HB39, HB8, SB74 and SB326. This analysis will group 
the bill’s provisions by category. The bill also appropriates 

$500,000 (GF) to the Administrative Office of the Courts for use 

in FY2026 for additional costs due to global positioning systems 

or other costs associated with pretrial release conditions. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Courts and Civil Matters; Public Safety and 

Corrections; Family and Juveniles; Appropriations 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Judiciary Committee 
History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Judiciary. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Finance. 

Bill: SJR14  

Sponsors: Woods (R7) 
Title: CA: DENIAL OF BAIL 

Summary: (Duplicate of 2025 HJR9) Proposes to amend Art. 2, Sec. 13 of 

the state Constitution to allow for denial of bail and pretrial 
detention of a defendant deemed dangerous or a flight risk or 

who has previously failed to appear before a court as required. 

Subjects: Constitutional Issues and Amendments; Criminal Code; Courts 
and Civil Matters 

Related: 2025:HJR9 

Progress: Introduced 

Status: 02/20/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 

History: 02/20/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/20/2025—S Also referred to Senate Judiciary. 

Bill: SM1  
Sponsors: Pinto (D3) 

Title: GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION TASK FORCE 
Summary: Requests that the Crime Victims Reparation Commission 

convene a gun violence prevention task force to study the issue 

of gun violence in New Mexico and make recommendations for 
addressing this issue. 

Subjects: Criminal Code; Alcohol, Firearms and Tobacco Products; State 

Affairs and State Agencies; Indians; Higher Education; Public 
Safety and Corrections; Health and Medical Practice 

Related: 2025:HM38 

Progress: Introduced 
Status: 02/03/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 

History: 02/03/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 

 02/03/2025—S Also referred to Senate Health and Public 
Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: No action was taken on this legislation. 

Bill: SM6  

Sponsors: Lopez (D11) 
Title: CHILDREN’S CONSENT TO MENTAL HEALTH 

TREATMENT 

Summary: Requests the Department of Health analyze and compare state 
data for New Mexico youth outcomes related to mental health 

treatment modalities to data from states with joint consent laws 

to determine if there are differences in outcomes between those 
states and New Mexico for youth 14 through 17 years of age. 

Asks the study to draw conclusions to determine whether current 

Children’s Code provisions allowing a minor child 14 years of 
age or older to refuse mental health treatment contributes to the 

risk of mental health emergencies. 

Subjects: Human Services; Family and Juveniles 

Progress: 1st House: Referred to Committee 

Status: 02/12/2025 - Senate Rules Committee 

History: 02/12/2025—S Introduced and referred to Senate Rules. 
 02/12/2025—S Also referred to Senate Health and Public 

Affairs. 

Comments: Meeting of 18 Feb 25: A public member noted that HCA and 
CYFD should be part of this study; there are issues with kids 

who are in custody at the age of 14-plue who are refusing 

treatment, so CYFD has no recourse to obtain treatment; many 
social workers have said that the age of consent to treatment is 

an issue; other states allow some kind of cutout provision or a 
court order. No action was taken on this legislation. 


