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Competency to Stand Trial
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Relevant Symptom Assessment- Youth 
Psychopathology
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Moving target

Unique to each person:
Idiosyncratic 
Domian-specific
Not linear
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Deemed 
Incompetent 

•Misdemeanor > 
dismissed

•Felony > Stayed 
for up to a year

Court MAY order 
treatment to 

enable child to 
attain 

competency

May amend 
conditions of 

release 
•90 days reviews 

Re-evaluation can 
be ordered 

•Still IST > 
dismissed



Notably less 
developed than 

adult rules/system
Ambiguity can 

allow for flexibility

Also leaves gaps 
that have 

unintended 
consequences 



No definition of competency standard to be used

Predicate reasons a child can be found not 
competent not identified

No definition what competency restoration is
- Who provides and pays for restoration not identified

Limited clarity about what should be occurring at 90-
day reviews

Does not specify that a competency evaluation 
must occur

Examiner Qualifications not addressed
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B. Mental examination. Upon motion and upon good cause shown the 
children’s court judge shall order a mental examination of the respondent 

child before making any determination of competency. 
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D. Proceedings on finding of incompetency. (2) where appropriate, the 
court may order treatment to enable the respondent child to attain 

competency to stand trial;
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What is the aim of restoration services?
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Restoration Program Modalities
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Restoration Success



Considerations
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Other Considerations
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